


 

May 28, 2004

Movie star Richard Gere to arrive in Israel to promote Geneva Initiative

“I’m ready to contribute anything I can to peace”, said Gere, Yossi Beilin’s new friend.

Menachem Rahat 

The American movie star Richard Gere, who starred in An Officer and Gentleman as a rebellious young recruit, has enlisted to promote the Geneva Accord. Gere will be arriving in Israel next month for this purpose. 

The 54-year-old Philadelphia-born actor and Buddhist disciple heard of the grass roots peace initiative for the first time last year, when he met the plan’s co-founder Yossi Beilin in New York. 

Since then Beilin has been keeping Gere informed of the initiative’s development and two weeks ago the two met again in New York. 

“I’m ready to contribute anything I can to peace”, said Gere, who describes himself as “a soldier of peace”. 

“I am at your service”, he told Beilin, who had meanwhile been elected head of the Yahad movement. 

Prompted by his partnership with Beilin, Gere will be hosting a gathering of celebrities in his apartment next week to express support for the Geneva Accord initiators, Beilin and Yasser Abed Rabbo of the Palestinian Authority. 

Gere accepted Beilin’s invitation to visit Israel for a few days to promote the peace plan. While In Israel Gere is planning to meet groups of Israelis and Palestinians and encourage them to support the Geneva Initiative. 

