



May 4, 2004
Geneva Accord calls for resumption of talks

By ETGAR LEFKOVITS

The Palestinian Authority is ready to go back to the negotiating table immediately, PA Prime Minister Ahmed Qurei said on Tuesday during a metting with Geneva Accords initiators Yossi Beilin and Yasser Abed Rabbo in his Ramallah headquarters. 

Qurei added that the Geneva Accords could provide a basis for future negotiations, Army Radio reported. 

Two days after Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's unilateral disengagement plan was overwhelmingly defeated in the Likud party referendum, the Israeli and Palestinian leaders of the Geneva Accords on Tuesday called for an immediate resumption of political negotiations between the two sides. 

"Sunday's defeat of Ariel Sharon's unilateral disengagement plan by the Likud Party illustrates the urgent necessity to pursue peace through a comprehensive, negotiated agreement between the parties," a joint statement issued Tuesday by the group, following an emergency meeting its' leaders held on the border between northern Jerusalem and the West Bank. 

The unofficial Geneva Accord, which was negotiated over a two-year period by former Israeli government officials and members of the Palestinian Authority, would see the establishment of a Palestinian state in nearly all the territory Israel captured during the 1967 Six Day War, with control of Temple Mount handed over to the Palestinians. 

"The majority of the people on both sides want a peaceful end to this conflict resulting in two states living side by side in peace and security... Once a comprehensive, negotiated solution is placed on the table, both sides can mobilize the support that exists among their peoples for a reasonable and rapid end to a conflict that continues to cause only suffering and desperation," the statement read. 

Among the participants at the Tuesday meeting held near the A-Ram checkpoint north of Jerusalem included accord initiators Yossi Beilin and Amnon Lipkin Shahak from Israel, while the Palestinian side was headed by Yasser Abed Rabbo and Palestinian legislator Kadoura Fares. 

The participants called on the Quartet to put pressure on Israel and on the Palestinians to go back to the negotiating table. 

The Quartet is scheduled to meet on Tuesday in the United Nation's headquarters in New York to discuss the situation in the Middle East. 

The Geneva Accord has won international praise, including from US Secretary of State Colin Powell, but has been rejected by the government, who have always viewed the long- stalled road map as the best way to resume diplomatic negotiations with the Palestinians. 

Sharon's unilateral withdrawal plan which was rejected this week would have seen an Israeli pull back from 21 Gaza settlements where some 8,000 Israelis live amidst 1.2 million Palestinians, and the evacuation of four small northern West Bank settlements by the end of 2005. 

An alternative plan stipulating a smaller pull-back is now being considered.

