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The peace camp is returning home after three and a half years. It has no intention of giving up; it isn't prepared to remain silent; it will not be part of some bogus, dangerous national unity. It will lead Israel out of Gaza, toward the end of the occupation, and in the direction of peace negotiations. 

Today the silent majority is abandoning its silence, and we are saying in a loud and clear voice: Peace refuseniks, we are sick of you! 

You've tried everything: You "let the IDF win"; you carried out targeted killings... and some that weren't so targeted; you crushed the head of the snake... and of another snake... and of yet another snake. You returned to the West Bank; you returned to Gaza; you announced that you had "defeated terror"; you "seared the enemy's consciousness"; you laid the ground bare; you uprooted olive trees; you uprooted orchards; you "destroyed the terrorist infrastructure"; you razed 1,800 homes; you left scorched earth behind you; and you explained that it's possible to sleep soundly even when innocents are being killed. There is only one thing you haven't tried since 2001: To make peace! 

Sharon is not the first prime minister who failed to make peace, but he's the first who didn't try. Sharon has declared another 100 years of living by the sword, and we say: Not another 100 years or 50 years or 10 years. 

We made peace with Egypt; we made peace with Jordan. We never made peace with the Palestinians, but it is possible and realistic. A group of Israelis and a group of Palestinians proved it six months ago with a detailed document which can be found in every Israeli household and which bears the names of the signatories. It is called the Geneva Initiative. 

Peace is a basic human right. Every government is obligated to make a supreme effort to provide it to its citizens. If not, the citizens will do so themselves. This is their right and their obligation to themselves and to the next generation. 

Together we are saying to the Sharon government: If you pull out of Gaza and conduct negotiations, we will vote in favor. If you continue to drag your feet, if you continue to sacrifice our finest boys for nothing, we will give you no respite. 

The great majority in Israel is ready to evacuate settlements, does not want to continue to invest billions in them, and believes in an agreement. Any delay only intensifies the hatred, revenge, and cruelty and deepens the social injustice in Israel. 

The greatest lie is that we don't have a partner and must wait for one to be born. There is a partner for a withdrawal from Gaza within the context of an agreement; there is a partner for an end to the cycle of bloodshed; there is a partner for a final-status accord. 

We can strengthen this partner, but they prefer to weaken him. 

True, our partners are not as moderate as Avigdor Lieberman. They're not as wise as Effi Eitam. They're not as diplomatic as Benny Elon, as serious as Tommy Lapid, or as honest as Ariel Sharon. 

But they want to live, and they understand what will happen to them if Hamas is the big winner. They understand that a Palestinian state alongside Israel is the best solution for them. 

They made some serious mistakes; they missed opportunities; they weakened themselves and were weakened by us. But they exist, and numbered among them are a prime minister, ministers who signed the Geneva Accord, and leaders of Fatah and other organizations. 

We can still talk to them. This is their real chance; this is our real chance. 

Whoever says there is no one to talk to - doesn't want to talk. 

Peace is stronger than Arafat; peace is stronger than Sharon. It is stronger than the two of them put together and it will win out, because the majority wants peace. 

The demonstration that was held here 22 years ago removed Sharon from the Defense Ministry. Today's demonstration must remove him from the prime minister's office if he does not take immediate action. 

This camp got the IDF out of Lebanon. This camp gave the Rabin government the backing for Oslo and for the peace treaty with Jordan. This camp supported the People's Voice (Nusseibeh-Ayalon campaign) and the Geneva Initiative. This camp is starting to wage the fight of its life today. 

This is a struggle between the fulfillment of Zionism in a Jewish democratic state and the abandonment of Zionism in the name of settlement throughout the western Land of Israel in which a Jewish minority will rule over a Palestinian majority. 

This is a struggle that will be waged at demonstrations, at rallies, in the Knesset, in the streets, through ongoing protest and through confrontation between those who gave up on the state and those who believe in its existence as a Jewish democratic state, the state of the Jewish people and of all its citizens, a normal country that lives in peace with its neighbors. 

Sharon and Mofaz declared that the occupation in Gaza does us damage both diplomatically and in terms of security. They said that if we don't withdraw we will strengthen Hamas and lose the support of the Americans. And now they are dispatching more and more soldiers there. 

Tonight we are saying: "Madmen, get off the roof!" Leave that awful place and bring our soldiers home! 

For 40 months they've lied to us. Never before have so many Israeli citizens been killed. Today we can stand here, in this square that bears his name, and say: Yitzhak Rabin was right. Ariel Sharon was wrong. 

We vow to continue on Rabin's path.

