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Geneva Initiators Say Unilateral Moves Doomed to Fail

Following Sharon's Defeat in Likud Poll, Beilin and Abed Rabbo See an Opportunity to Renew Negotiations. 

By Marwan Athamna

Initiators of the Geneva Accord met today with Palestinian Prime Minister Abu Ala in the wake of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's resounding defeat in the Likud referendum on the disengagement plan. 

 The Israeli side featured Yahad party Chairman, Dr. Yossi Beilin, MK Haim Oron (Yahad), Mk Amram Mitzna (Labor), former Chief of Staff Amnon Lipkin-Shahak, and Mk Avshalom (Abu) Vilan (Yahad). The Palestinian side was represented by former minister Yasser Abed Rabbo, Ziad Abu-Amar of the Fatah's Supreme council, and Abdel Khader Husseini. 

 In a press conference following the meeting, Beilin and Abed Rabbo said that following the Likud referendum the Geneva plan remains the only option accepted by the Palestinians. Abed Rabbo added that any partial, unilateral agreement is doomed to fail and only negotiations between the sides can lead to a breakthrough in the peace process. 

Beilin noted that the Prime Minister's failure, which constitutes a step back, could be an important turning point in returning to talk on the basis of the Geneva Understandings. 

Beilin and Abed Rabbo said that they were encouraged by their meeting with Abu Ala, who expressed his support in the Oslo agreement and a return to the negotiating table.

