September 6, 2005
To: BTvS friends and supporters

From: Bill Gamson, Martha’s Vineyard chapter

Re: Notes on meeting with Rep. William Delahunt (Mass., 10th Congressional District) 

At about 1:00 p.m. on August 30th, I received a call from Mark Forest that he and the Congressman were on island for the day and had a slot from 4:00-4:30 p.m. that afternoon.  It was, of course, too late to put together a delegation, so I went as a delegation of one.  I met with the Congressman and his son Bob, who is an attorney traveling with his father on some of his rounds.  It turned out to be a very fruitful meeting.


We spent some of the time talking about the issues involved at this moment.  Bill Delahunt is a member of the House International Relations Committee and a very knowledgeable and sophisticated observer.  


Having established that we were on the same page on the issues, we focused on ways in which we might be mutually helpful to each other.  Delahunt had some advice for us.  It is advice that, in my judgment, we are already heeding to the best of our ability but it is worth hearing it from an insider:
*** Most Congressman regard AIPAC as “the” voice of the American Jewish community when it comes to Israel.  They don’t recognize the diversity that exists.

*** It is important for us to work in a broader coalition to make our voice heard.  He mentioned the Israeli Policy Forum and I added Americans for Peace Now and the Jewish Peace Lobby as allies.  I indicated that we collaborated in specific campaigns such as “Bring the Settlers Home” with other groups.  I also indicated that our niche was more grassroots with local chapter activities and not as exclusively beltway-oriented.  
*** We should be in touch with the House International Relations Committee to receive early notification when there are hearings being scheduled on resolutions relating to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  I indicated that I would check on whether the National Office is receiving such notifications.  


We decided on two follow-ups to this meeting including an event that he suggested and on which we jointly worked out a format.  We will organize a forum, to be held at the Martha’s Vineyard Hebrew Center (MVHC), called (tentatively) “A Dialogue with Rep. Bill Delahunt on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.”   This will be held after this Congressional session ends, probably during the first couple of weeks in November, when Delahunt is back in Massachusetts. 


This will be a two-hour session, ideally on a Sunday afternoon. There will be a panel of three or four people who will have ten minutes each to address the following questions:

*** What should the United States be doing at this moment to further the Israeli-Palestinian peace process?

*** What should the U.S. Congress be doing to make sure the Administration is doing what it should be doing?

*** What should a Democratic Congressman do, operating in a Republican controlled House of Representatives, to facilitate or enable the Administration and Congress to do what they should be doing?  


After the panelists have spoken, Delahunt would respond in any way he chooses after which we would open the discussion to questions and observations from the floor for the second hour.  I have in mind several potential panelists but would be happy to have additional suggestions.  The first step is to work with the MVHC to establish a date that doesn’t conflict with other planned events.  


You can expect to hear more about this planned event as the Fall proceeds.  

