Los Angeles Chapter Brit Tzedek Meeting

7:30 PM - Wednesday, August 17, 2005

Agenda

1)
Introductions 

agenda review 

review notes from last meeting, and who will take notes tonight?

2)
Organize a Los Angeles Chapter by identifying people responsible for the following positions and tasks:

    -  Chair who will facilitate meetings and prepare agendas

    -  Quartermaster who will organizing meetings (find locations to meet)

    -  Secretary who will prepare minutes. 
    -  house party lead

    -  advocacy (meeting with congressmen) lead

    -   speaker lead

    -   letter writing lead

    -  Contact with national

    -  other

3)
Response to National Office re:  do we want to host a 1 ½ day BTvS conference, a Saturday night to Sunday evening?*

4)
Status reports on meetings with Congressional Representatives

5)
Status report on speaking tour of Ronit Avni in December

6)
Status of House Party plans 

7)
Report from Berkeley “Spiritual Activism” conference

8)
Next meeting

9)
New business

*  Carinne’s questions for considering whether we want the conference/training in LA:
1. Would a conference/training be attractive to members and supporters in LA?
2. “                “       “         “     “
    be able to attract non-Brit Tzedek members and supporters within your local Jewish community?
3. Would this be a useful addition to your chapter or would it be a burden?
4. Would you be able to find volunteers to help with setting up the conference?
5. Can you think of locations for a regional conference in your area? 
MINUTES

THIRD MEETING OF BRIT TZEDEK IN LOS ANGELES

Wednesday, May 19, 2005, 7:45 PM

Avram Chill’s home in Silverlake, Los Angeles, CA

Attending:
Avram Chill
Silverlake


Danah Ezekiel Clark
Venice


Claire Gorfinkel
Altadena


Rabbi Joshia Levine Grater
Pasadena/Altadena


Michael Katz
Santa Monica


Yossi Khen
Valley


Ari Kleiman
???


Don Schubert
Long Beach


Michael Several
Highland Park


Nancy Vimla
Fairfax


Jeff Warner
La Habra Heights


Chaz Bickel (guest)
San Francisco

Facilitator:
Claire Gorfinkel

Chapter Organization – We discussed an appropriate chapter organization for our budding chapter.  We agreed on the following structure and officers, although we recognized that as the group matures we may find that the organization should change to meet changing needs:

· Co-Chairs
Joshua Levine Grater


Jeff Warner

· Josh is on the National Board of Brit Tzedek, so he will be our chapter’s liaison with Brit Tzedek Headquarters for global issues.

· Jeff will handle the monthly tele-conference calls and will be responsible for dealing with the Brit Tzedek list-serve (e-mail notices).

· Secretary (minutes)
Claire Gorfinkel

· Facilitator
rotating among members

· Letter-Writing Lead 
Jeff Warner

We decided to leave the following positions open at this time:

· Advocacy Lead
We felt that our advocacy (meeting with congressmen) activities are going well, and there is no need now for an Advocacy Lead

· Speaker Lead
We felt there was no need at this time to fill this position.  Avram offered to lead a “Speakers Bureau,” and we felt that is an activity that we should in several months.

· Quartermaster
We will find meeting sites on an ad-hoc basis at each meeting.

Shall We Host A Regional Conference in 2006? – Headquarters is planning a regional Brit Tzedek conference in March 2006, and asked if our chapter would take on the task of hosting that conference in the Los Angeles region.  Headquarters expects 75-100 people to attend.  

We decided that hosting the conference is too daunting a task for our chapter to take on in the next year.  We decided to make sure a delegation of Los Angeles folks attend the conference in 2006, and to make a pitch to run a similar conference in 2007.

Advocacy – Our chapter had one congressional meeting two weeks ago, and another is scheduled for next week.

Jeff Warner and Nancy Vimla reported on a meeting with Congressman Gary Miller, Republican of the 42nd CD representing Diamond Bar, La Habra, Chino, Brea, Yorba Linda, and Mission Viejo.  A four-person Brit Tzedek delegation (Vimla, Warner, Don Schubert, and Michael Bressler) meet with Miller on August 8 and used a PowerPoint presentation to focus the meeting (accompanying these minutes).  Due to limited time we only got through the first eight slides.  That was about what we expected, and the eighth slide was the "Don't Let Gaza Fail" ask that is the center of the Brit Tzedek campaign.  We felt the meeting was good in that Miller heard our position.  But Miller is quite conservative and worries about security - he believes that a U.S. envoy and staff will be targets for terrorism.  He also worries that helping Gaza economically is almost impossible. 

Josh Grater and Claire Gorfinkel have a meeting scheduled with Congressman Adam Schiff for Tuesday, August 23.  Schiff, a Democrat, represents the 29th CD covering Burbank, Pasadena, Glendale, and Alhambra.  The Brit Tzedek delegation should number ten people (including four people who signed-up at the meeting).  

Nancy Vimla is attempting to set-up a meeting with Congressman Henry Waxman, Democrat of the 30th CD representing Agoura Hills, Beverly Hills, Calabasas, Malibu, Santa Monica, West Hollywood Pacific Palisades, Century City, Westwood, Brentwood, Woodland Hills, and West Los Angeles.

Ronit Avni Speaking Tour – Film-Maker Ronit Avni will be speaking on Sunday, December 11 at Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center (Rabbi Grater’s congregation) in Pasadena.  Avni is one of the Brit Tzedek national speakers for 2004-05.  Several suggestions were made for additional venues for Avni to speak at during her visit to the region.  Josh is the contact for her schedule.

Media activism – Jeff Warner reported that 20 e-mail prompts were sent out since July 20 to sixteen people.  Nine letters to the editor we submitted to the LA Times by five members.  None were published 

House Parties – Two potential house parties are in work.

Danah Ezekiel Clark and Yossi Khen will attempt to put together a house party centered on an Israeli singing group.

Avram Chill will attempt to put together a house party, perhaps centered on Temple Beth Chayim Chadashim, his congregation.

The chapter will generally supply one or two speakers for each house party, and Brit Tzedek headquarters will supply printed materials and perhaps a video.  That way the host is only responsible for getting the people, providing a place, and supplying snacks.

“Spiritual Activism” Conference – Nancy Vimla reported on the “Spiritual Activism” Conference she attended in Berkeley.  The conference was sponsored by Rabbi Michael Lerner’s Tikkun organization, but it was an interfaith conference - 1300 people of all faiths attended.  Nancy reports that it was a great experience.

The theme of the conference was to develop a way of life.  Many speakers suggested that the he bottom line of life values should be of love and generosity supporting, or in harmony with, money and power, and that should replace the present life values of solely money and power.  Speakers made the point that there is nothing wrong with money and power, but when there is no love or generosity money and power become destructive because money and power do not take into account that people are human and not objects.

The conference supported Congressman Dennis Kucinich’s (D-Ohio) proposal for a United States Department of Peace, and the concept of citizen review of corporation charter renewals to assure that corporations do good for people.  The conference goals were to promote “one world” and bring people together.

Next Meeting – The next meeting is scheduled for:


Wednesday, September 21 at 7:30 PM

Discussion of the Gaza Pullout – The Gaza pullout is going on as we met.  We ended the meeting with a discussion of the situation.  People seemed quite happy with the way the pullout was being carried out by the Israeli government, and the support for the pullout by the vast majority of the Israeli population.  

People are worried that the Israeli government is planning to be overly restrictive on the Palestinian population of Gaza and that will leave them economically not viable, and if that is the case, Gaza will continue to be a locus of violence and terror.
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