Los Angeles Chapter Brit Tzedek Meeting

7:30 PM – Wednesday, July 6, 2005

Agenda

1. Introductions – your name and one other brief thing you’d like to share, such as your connection to Brit Tzedek; Welcome newcomers

2. Note taker – Mike Several?

3. Review agenda – any additions or changes?

4. Review notes from last meeting: we agreed to focus on hosting speakers, media activism and delegations to meet with elected representatives

5. Updates & accomplishments since last meeting

a. Meeting with Congressman Becerra’s office; what did we learn?

b. Plans for meeting with Congressman Adam Schiff

c. Jeff Warner’s report

d. other?

6. Next steps?

a. Are we more ready to think about an ‘organization’?

7. Other activities?  

8. Next meeting date

Minutes of July 6, 2005 meeting

The meeting was attended by Claire Gorfinkel, Shaina Wasserman, Michael Katz, Richard Schwartz, Joshua Levine-Grater, Don Schubert, Yael Sameul, Michael Several, Nancy Vimla, Ari Kleiman, Danah Ezekiel Clark, Avram Chil, Yossi Khen, Kate Speizer, Rena Orenstein and Sheila McCoy.  
After the self-introductions, Claire, who facilitated the meeting, invited people to add items to the agenda.  Among the items mentioned were: October Surprise, when Ramadan and Yom Kippur share a fast day; Establishing relationships with other Jewish, Christian, and Muslim organizations; Concrete actions to be taken in connection with the Gaza disengagement; Formal organization of chapter.

Mention was made of the media activities promoted by Jeff Warner whose report was distributed.  

A report was made on the meeting held on June 29 with Congressman Becerra’s office.  Rabbi Grater, Avram Chill, and Michael Several met with Gale Greenberg, Field Supervisor for Congressman Becerra.  The report basically repeated what Several wrote up, which was distributed at the meeting.  Avram added that Gale was impressed that the delegation included people from the congressional district.  Yossi Khen recommended that the public opinion survey showing Jewish support for a peace settlement should be sent to Becerra.  We learned that Becerra has people he routinely calls before he votes; Brit Tzedek should be among them!  Claire recommended that continuing effort should be made to schedule a meeting with Congressman Becerra.

 There was a discussion about Congressman Waxman.  Yossi said that Waxman’s ideas are the same as AIPAC rather than a response to AIPAC pressure.  Nancy reported that a Tikkun delegation met with Waxman who said, in effect, “there’s no-one to talk to on the Palestinian side.” 

It has not been possible to get a meeting with Congressman Adam Schiff; he is not supportive.  However his legislative director is interested and supportive.

An issue came up on the priority of chapter—should it emphasize advocacy with elected representatives or changing opinions in the Jewish community?  It was suggested that both objectives are not mutually exclusive.

Shaina said it is important that we introduce ourselves to representatives in Congress; it is important for our elected representatives to know that Brit Tzedek exists.  She recommended that the public opinion poll be sent to all congressional representatives.  A copy can be obtained from the national office.  She also said that people should know quickly what Brit Tzedek is about—a grass-roots Jewish voice promoting peace between the Israelis and Palestinians based on a two-state solution.
Several people expressed a need to be familiar with Brit Tzedek’s mission statement.  There were suggestions and questions about working with other progressive Middle East organizations, interfaith organizations, and Jewish groups.  A few copies of the brochure were distributed.  It should be available for everyone at the next meeting.
It was pointed out that it is important to raise the consciousness of the Jewish community, and doing that will change the opinions of Congress.

With respect to having Brit Tzedek sponsored speakers, Rabbi Grater reported that Ronit Avni, who is the Director and Producer of Justvision, a documentary capturing stories of Israelis and Palestinians, will be speaking at the Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center in early December.  He also reported that she is interested in speaking at other temples during the time she is in the Los Angeles area.

There was some discussion about having small scale house parties, like salons.  Some expressed a desire to have both Israelis and Palestinians there, but Yossi cautioned how potentially dangerous this could be if the people conveyed their anger instead of their compassion and empathy.  Claire asked if anyone was interested in hosting a home meeting.  Shaina said that National has materials on setting up and organizing a house party.  Michael Katz, Shaina Wasserman, Danah Ezekial Clark and Avram Chill offered to host house meetings; Don Schubert said he would be willing to co-host at someone else’s house.  

There was a discussion about having cultural events to bring people together.  It was mentioned that the Levantine Center was having a Sulha concert on Sunday, July 10.  For information see: http://www.levantinecenter.org/pages/sulhaconcert.html.   Events might integrate Jewish holidays with peace messages.  Rabbi Grater mentioned that Brit Tzedek routinely sends out an email message that links each holiday to Brit Tzedek’s moral mission. Yossi Khen offered to email clippings from the Israeli press to Brit Tzedek members in LA.

Don Schubert gave a report on the advocacy days in Washington D.C, in which about 50 Brit Tzedek people participated.  After a day of training, in which presentations were by staff people from Pelosi’s office, from Reid’s office, and from the White House (?) or was it the State Department (?).  Barney Frank also spoke.  On Tuesday, the Brit Tzedek people met with the staffs of the members of the House and Senate foreign affairs committees.  Don was pleasantly surprised by the positive reception from Feinstein’s office, and disappointed by the lack of support from Boxer’s office.  

The meeting concluded by focusing on Chapter organizing, or at least establishing co-chairs. Rabbi Grater said that National looks on the area as a challenge because it is so spread out.  We agreed to focus on organizational issues – including how often and where to meet – at the next meeting.  
The next meeting will be held at Avram Chill’s in Silver Lake on Wednesday, August 17 at 7:30. The location and directions for finding it will be circulated by email.
During the next six weeks, we will continue to plan for Ronit’s visit, consider and plan for the house parties, and follow-up with congressional representatives.  Don will obtain lists of the members in the L.A. area, broken down by congressional district.

