Los Angeles Chapter Brit Tzedek Meeting

7:30 PM - Thursday, May 19, 2005

Agenda

1. Introductions – your name and one other brief thing you’d like to share, such as your connection to Brit Tzedek

2. Expectations for this meeting

a. Is someone willing to keep – and distribute – a record of our decisions?

b. focus on short-term objectives

c. try to come away with at least one concrete goal 

d. defer organizational discussions to another time

e. finish by 9:00

f. other?

3. Each person will have a chance to speak in support of one (or more) of the activities that have been proposed, among them: 

a. Media (Letters to the Editor, Op-ed pieces, Ads)

b. Letters and visits to our elected representatives

c. Listening Projects

d. Study Groups

e. Presentations (by us? by outside speakers?) at Congregations and other groups

f. Being present (tabling?) at public events

g. Hosting speakers (see Carinne’s list, over)

h. Mini-Conference

i. Major Conference

j. Focus on Campuses, students

k. Other??? 

4. Does anyone want to speak strongly against one or more of these activities?

5. Who is actually willing to take the lead on organizing something?

6. How do we follow through?

7. Where do we go from here?

a. Future meeting(s)?

MINUTES

ORGANIZATION MEETING OF BRIT TZEDEK IN LOS ANGELES

Thursday, May 19, 2005, 7:30 PM

Michael Several’s home in Highland Park, CA

Attending:
Avram Chill
Silverlake


Danah Ezekiel Clark
Venice


Claire Gorfinkel
Altadena


Rabbi Joshia Levine Grater
Pasadena/Altadena


Kathie Lester
Pasadena


Rena Orenstein
San Fernando Valley


Michael Several
Highland Park


Jeff Warner
La Habra Heights

Facilitator:
Claire Gorfinkel

Possible Activities – We discussed potential activities for a Los Angeles chapter of Brit Tzedek.  We decided to focus our efforts on three or four activities:

· Hosting speakers.  

· Media activism.

· Lobbying elected representatives.

An activity centered on self-education and discussion about the Israel-Palestine conflict and related issues was mentioned.

The possibility of the sponsoring a major Brit Tzedek conference in Los Angeles was discussed and rejected in favor of San Francisco where Brit Tzedek is already organized.  

Hosting speakers - Decided to co-sponsor talk by Ronit Avni (Director and filmmaker of Just Vision) at Pasadena Jewish Temple and Center (Rabbi Grater’s congregation) in Pasadena on Sunday, December 11.  Avni is one of the speakers on the Brit Tzedek national speaking tour.  Her December 11 talk is already scheduled.  

Attempts will be made to arrange for other congregations in the area as venues for other Brit Tzedek speakers.  Two actions were taken:

· Danah Clark will approach Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniel for access to Temple Shir Shalom in Santa Monica.

· Joshia Grater will approach Rabbi Steve Jacobs for access to Temple Kol Tikvah in Woodland Hills.

Media activism – To help spread the Brit Tzedek message of a just peace, we adopted the goal of writing letters to the editor in response to articles and Op-Ed pieces concerned with the Israel-Palestine conflict.  Jeff Warner has already started this activity.  He sends an e-mail prompt to everyone who shows interest in writing letters for every article and opinion piece that appears in the LA Times.  Most present agreed to join this letter-writing effort.  We suggested sending copies of (some) letters to our congressional representatives and Senators.

Warner will draft a note soliciting additional people to join the letter-writing group, and ask Carinne Luck to send that note to Brit Tzedek’s mailing list for southern California.  

Lobbying elected representatives – We decided to visit local congresspersons as a group.  To that end the following actions were taken:

· Michael Several will attempt to arrange a meeting with congressman Becerra (31st C.D.).

· Joshia Grater will attempt to arrange a meeting with congressman Schiff (29th C.D.).

· Jeff Warner will attempt to arrange a meeting with congressman Miller (42nd C.D.).

We also want to attempt to visit with staff of Senator Boxer and Senator Feinstein.  No action as taken.

Next Meeting – The next meeting is scheduled for:


Wednesday, July 6 at 7:30 PM

We decided not to split into regional subgroups at this time.

Minutes by Jeff Warner, May 19, 2005

