CHICAGO CHAPTER BRIT TZEDEK V'SHALOM

NOVEMBER 2005

--- BRIT TZEDEK CALENDAR OF EVENTS ---

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 7PM

Lakeside Congregation for Reform Judaism, 1221 County Line Rd, Highland

Park

YITZHAK RABIN MEMORIAL SERVICE AND FILM SCREENING

We will remember Israel's Prime Minister on the 10th yahrzeit of his

Death in song, prayer and readings At 7:45pm, we will screen "The Market Square is Empty" Episode 2 from The Land of the Settlers documentary series by Chaim Yavin. A facilitated discussion of the film will follow the screening.

Co-sponsored by Brit Tzedek v'Shalom and Lakeside Congregation

For more information, contact the Brit Tzedek office at (312) 341-1205

Or info@btvshalom.org or call Cantor Michael Davis at (847) 432-7950

SATURDAY NOV. 12 5:30PM-9PM & SUNDAY NOV. 13 10AM-6PM

INTENTIONAL LISTENING:

A WORKSHOP FOR ARABS, JEWS AND THEIR ALLIES IN PEACE-BUILDING

Join other community leaders and activist in this experiential training To explore our intentions in listening to one another and to ourselves in order to be more effective communicators, change-makers and healers. Facilitated by Martin Dronsfield, who holds a degree in psychology from Hamburg University of Germany.  He is teacher of communication and reconciliation skills and is co-founder of Intentional Communication

Resource.  He recently returned from Bethlehem where he taught Compassionate Listening and Essential Peacemaking: Women and Men.  He is an organizer and translator for the Jewish/German Healing Program. Co-sponsored by Opening of the Heart, Salam Al Ann (Palestinians for Peace Now), Brit Tzedek, Gallery 37, Hostelling International, Palestinian American Women's Society-Chicago.

Cost $75 for members of Brit Tzedek and other sponsoring organizations

($155 for others).  Cost includes meals and materials.

Register online at www.openingoftheheart.org

At Gallery 37, 66 E. Randolph St. Chicago www.gallery37.org

SPRING 2006, DATE TO BE DETERMINED

BRIT TZEDEK MIDWEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE, CHICAGO, IL.

Date and details to come.

---- BREAKING THE SILENCE PROGRAM IN OCTOBER ----

On October 23rd, Brit Tzedek, JRC and Beth Emet Synagogue sponsored the program Breaking the Silence which featured two former Israel Defense Force (IDF) combat soldiers Avichay Sharon and Noam Chayut.  There were 80 persons in attendance at this moving presentation.

Avichay and Noam represent two of a group of ex-combatants who have served in the IDF during the current Intifada.  This group is "breaking the silence" and speaking honestly, through words and candid photographs taken by soldiers, about their experiences during their service in the occupied territories. These young men, who spoke with candor and dignity, are breaking the myth of "one bad apple" and admitting that abuses are being perpetrated by "the good guys" in the IDF, the soldiers who consider

themselves decent human beings.  They also said that, in their opinion, U.S. public opinion is a very powerful weapon in forcing change in the powers that be in Israel.

This program is a reminder that it matters what we think and most of all it matters that we make our opinions known to our government here in the U.S.  Brit Tzedek makes it easy with our Action Alerts - don't ignore the next one.  Sign it!

Also please -- right now -- sign our latest letter from American Jews to the President of the U.S. "Gaza First, Not Gaza Last" at http://message.btvshalom.org
For those of you who were not able to attend Breaking the Silence and would like to learn more, please go to www.breakingthesilence.org.il

--- IN MEMORY ---

Brit Tzedek member Esther Parada, passed away in October after a long battle with cancer.  Esther was a member of the Jewish Peace Forum prior to its merging with the Brit Tzedek chapter. Esther was a member of the Art Department at UIC for many years and her photographic work has been exhibited in a number of venues. The Chicago Chapter of Brit Tzedek v'Shalom sends condolences to Esther's family and to all those touched by her life.

---OTHER (NON BRIT TZEDEK) ANNOUNCEMENTS OF RELEVANT CHICAGO AREA

EVENTS---

OCTOBER 28 - DECEMBER 27

OPENING OF THE HEART exhibit and learning experience. Photos and Personal narrative of Israelis and Palestinians affected by the conflict. At Gallery 37, 66 Randolph Street, Chicago.  Opening of the Heart encourages us to see and hear the voices of people whose lives are filled with struggle for human survival. Through this experience, we may come to view those who live thousands of miles away as our neighbors and as members of the same human family. We may also come to understand ourselves in a new and profound way.

NOVEMBER 1, 7:30PM

THE GAZA PULLOUT AND PROSPECTS FOR AN ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE

A Dialogue with Ali Abunimah and Dr. Ilai Alon, The Center for Middle Eastern Studies, North Park University Ali Abunimah is a Palestinian analyst, author, and founder of the  online journal The Electronic Intifada.  His articles have appeared in the New York Times, The Chicago Tribune and the Jordan Times.  Dr. Ilai Alon is An Israeli scholar and author on such topics as negotiations in the Arab World and Islamic Political thought.  From 1999-2001, he was a member of the Israeli delegation in the negotiations with Palestine and Syria and has been involved in numerous projects to better facilitate negotiations between the Arabs and Israelis. At Hamming Hall, North Park University (Foster and Kedzie Avenues in Chicago). For directions to the University see www.northpark.edu/about/directions

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 12:15PM

YITZHAK RABIN MEMORIAL CONCERT: A 10-Year Commemoration

Featuring Israeli Piano-Flute Duo, Gregory and Peter Shifrin Israeli twin brothers Gregory and Peter Shifrin have graced stages around the world, both as individual musicians and as a duo. The Shifrin Brothers are proud to perform for the Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Concert, honoring The memory of Israel's Soldier for Peace. Presented by the Chicago Cultural Center, Consulate General of Israel, Israeli House and the Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. At Preston Bradley Hall, Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington, Chicago

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2PM

BUILDING AN ARAB-JEWISH PARTNERSHIP FOR PEACE

Presented by Yigal Bronner, Israeli professor and activist with Ta'ayush, the Arab-Jewish Partnership www.taayush.org, a grassroots organization that builds bridges across barriers of all kinds by daily acts of solidarity, connection, and support.  Sponsored by the Committee for a Just Peace www.cjpip.or and Not in My Name www.nimn.org

At Lincoln Park Branch Chicago Public Library, 1150 W. Fullerton (at Racine)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1PM

OUT FOR LOVE, BE BACK SHORTLY

Documentary film by Israeli director Dan Katzir

The intimate story of the shy director's romance with his girlfriend, juxtaposed against rare footage of historic events during the intense years when Prime Minister Rabin tries to move the region from war to peace. The sequences dealing with the Prime Minister's assassination and its aftermath are extremely moving.  This film speaks to the dilemma of

Israel's young generation and continues to be shown in Israel's high schools and army camps.

At the Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton St., Skokie, (847) 673-7774

TO SUBMIT NEWSLETTER ITEMS: Email betsywfuchs@yahoo.com.
