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IMPORTANT NEWS FROM ISRAEL
We in the Chicago Chapter are heartened by recent significant developments in Israel. We encourage you to read the articles we have linked below. Then spread this information widely to others and contact your Congressperson to urge a stepped-up effort for U.S. involvement in promoting Middle East peace. It is critical to let our elected officials know that a substantial body of American Jews fully supports the movement to turn away from Israel's pursuit of a military solution.


THE GENEVA ACCORD
The Geneva Accord (also referred to as the Geneva Initiative) is an agreement that was negotiated between unofficial teams of Israelis and Palestinians (including former government officials on both sides) and sets out a detailed outline of a tenable peace settlement. It includes a demilitarized Palestinian state with borders based on the lines of June 4, 1967 as modified by specified 1:1 land swaps, and a solution to the refugee problem based on financial compensation plus return to the new Palestinian state.
Amram Mitzna, keynote speaker at the Brit Tzedek national conference, is one of the initiators. Copies of the Accord have been mailed to every household in Israel this week.
http://www.heskem.org.il/Heskem_en.asp


SHIN BET SECURITY CHIEFS URGE END TO OCCUPATION
Last week four former chiefs of Israel's Shin Bet security agency said Israel should end its occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  Their statements were published in Yedioth Aharonoth, and noted among other strong remarks that "we must once and for all admit that there is another side, that it has feelings and that it is suffering, and that we are behaving disgracefully."
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/11/15/international/middleeast/15MIDE.html


GRASS ROOTS PETITION CAMPAIGN
Sari Nusseibeh, President of Al Quds University (who spoke in Chicago last year at Temple Sholom) and Ami Ayalon, a former chief of the Shin Bet are spearheading a grass-roots petition campaign - a statement of principles for a two-state solution.  As of this writing, the petition has been signed by 100,000 Israelis and 70,000 Palestinians.
http://domino.un.org/unispal.nsf/0/1273b3972da8e47185256dd00055a0cf?OpenDocument

MILITARY OFFICIALS CRITICIZE SHARON'S POLICIES
Israel's chief of staff (Moshe Ya'alon) has criticized Sharon's clampdown on Palestinians in the West Bank. In addition, active and reserve air force pilots have publicly declared their belief that the military's use of missiles and bombs to kill suspected terrorists in civilian neighborhoods to be immoral and have refused participation in such duties.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/israel/Story/0,2763,1074804,00.html

HELP US
Please circulate this Bulletin widely as many people are not aware of these developments. We are planning educational events in the Jewish community to discuss these developments in Israel. Would you be interested in helping with our activities?  Contact chapter@btvshalom.org with offers of help, suggestions for programs, and - always welcome - generous donations of funds so that we can continue our work.
Look for information about our 2nd Annual Brit Tzedek Chanukah Party in the December Bulletin.
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