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As Marcia Freedman, Brit Tzedek national President, said recently:  "This is a hard time for us as Middle East peace activists.  But we must continue to be a positive force.  We have energy and commitment.  We are part of the hope for a better new year."  We wish you and your family and friends a Happy New Year, and encourage you to join with us in our continuing efforts for a peaceful settlement.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS:
Sunday, October 19th, Marcia Freedman, Brit Tzedek v’Shalom President in Chicago 
Levine Hillel Center at UIC, 924 S. Morgan Street, Chicago.
Join us for brunch from noon to 2 p.m. 
Come hear one of the founders of Brit Tzedek talk about her hopes for the organization, the key role of local chapters, as well as an analysis of current political events.  Marcia has a 20 year history as an activist in the U.S. and in Israel. She is a founder of the women's movement in Israel and is devoting her retirement to building our organization into an important voice for American Jews.  Here's your opportunity to hear the thinking behind Brit Tzedek's strategy and policy initiatives.

She will also give a presentation which you are invited to attend at KAM Isaiah Israel Synagogue, Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m., 1100 E. Hyde Park Boulevard, Chicago.
Please r.s.v.p. to emzashin@hotmail.com, so that we know how many bagels to buy. Parking available at Hillel in the back.
 
 
 “ISRAEL'S ROAD TO PEACE:  THE ROLE OF AMERICAN JEWS”
BRIT TZEDEK'S SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
 
We hope you will consider coming to Boston to meet with friends in Brit from throughout the country.  Early registration discounts apply until October 10th.  Go to the web site: www.btvshalom.org for more information or call the National Office at (773) 583-5747.

The conference is from October 31st through November 2nd at the Boston Park Plaza Hotel and Towers.  Details on the web site.
 
Congressional Meetings
 
The Chicago Chapter is beginning a series of meetings with Chicago area Congress members.  The first meeting was with Representative Jan Schakowsky, attended by 5 of her constituents who are members of Brit, as well as one of our Advisory Committee Rabbis.  Our goal was to introduce Brit Tzedek, share information about the Call, and exchange views.  Jan told us about the impact of AIPAC on this issue in Congress.   AIPAC has a network of supporters who contact any representative that they feel does not follow their positions.  If you are not seen as supportive, it is not unrealistic to expect primary opposition.   She considers herself a strong supporter of Israel, but sees the settlements as a detriment and thinks that a majority of Israelis are worried by the settlements.  She also indicated that debate in Israel on these issues is much more lively than in the American Jewish community.

We would like to meet with Rahm Emanuel in the fall.  If you are one of his constituents, and would like to participate in such a meeting, please contact us.
 

