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-- CHAPTER CALENDAR --

AUGUST 14, TUESDAY, 12 NOON

Luncheon with speakers from Combatants for Peace, Yonatan Gur and Riyad al

Halees sponsored by Brit Tzedek v‚Shalom and hosted by Charles Dobrusin.  At

10 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 1800 (between Madison & Monroe 1/2  block west

of Wacker). RSVP to aliza@btvshalom.orgor (312) 341-1205 no later than

Sunday, August 12.  The lunch will be kosher and a vegetarian meal may be

ordered in advance. The site is accessible. See bios of speakers and

Combatants for Peace description below.

-- YOUTUBE QUESTION FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES --

Brit Tzedek member Kelsey Waxman returned from Brit Tzedek‚s Advocacy Days

inspired to contribute to the CNN Presidential debates.  Go to

http://youtube.com/watch?v=-MLOvNAfMok to see her videotaped question on

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

SENATOR DICK DURBIN SIGNS ON TO FEINSTEIN/LUGAR

Our calls made a difference.  Senator Dick Durbin is now a cosponsor of the

Feinstein-Lugar Resolution. This is an important step for him in moving

towards a more pro-peace position on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  We

encourage you to write a thank you note.  For more information on the

Resolution, see http://www.btvshalom.org
ABOUT COMBATANTS FOR PEACE AND THE SPEAKERS

Combatants for Peace is a young organization made up of individuals who were

involved in the cycle of violence between Israelis and Palestinians. The

Israelis served as combat soldiers in the Israel Defense Forces and the

Palestinians were involved in acts of violence in the name of Palestinian

liberation.  They came to the realization that violence could not resolve

the conflict and they have chosen non-violent means to work for peace

between Israel and Palestine.  Their stories are powerful and personal and

well worth hearing.

Yonatan Gur was born in 1979 on a kibbutz in the western Galilee. At

present, he is a third year history student at Tel Aviv University and works

as a reporter for the "Yedioth Aharonot" newspaper and as a group moderator

in non-formal education projects. During primary and high school, he was

active as a group leader in youth movements and as a member of the "Peace

Now" youth organization. After high school and a year of volunteer social

service he was drafted by the Israel Defense Forces, eventually serving as a

platoon commander in the armored corps. Yonatan joined "Combatants for

Peace" in February 2006, and since then has been an active member of this

movement.

Riyad al Halees was born in 1979 in Hebron, south of Jerusalem. He holds a

BA degree in sociology from Bir Zeit University in Ramalla, where he now

lives. Riyad was arrested several times and served time in Israeli prisons

for participation in actions against the Israeli occupation. In 2003 Riyad

was severely injured from shots fired by Israeli soldiers. His brother was

killed in the incident. Following that event Riyad gradually realized that

violence only leads to more violence and that a non-violent struggle is the

only way to end the occupation and achieve peace. It was for the promotions

of these ideas that Riyad joined CFP and has become one of its most

prominent members

--- NON-BRIT TZEDEK EVENTS OF INTEREST ---

These events are listed for informational purposes only.

AUGUST 14 Tuesday 6 PM

Dinner with Yonatan Gur and Riyad al Halees of Combatants for Peace

Organized by the Arab Jewish Partnership for Peace and Justice in the Middle

East. At University of Chicago‚s Pick Hall ground floor, 5828 S. University.

Ave., Chicago. Suggested donation $8.  Space is limited so please RSVP if

you plan to attend to Maha at mahajarad@sbcglobal.net.

AUGUST 19 Sunday 7PM (6:30 doors open)

Lamajaml & Rabbinical School Dropouts.

At The Empty Bottle, 1035 N. Western, Chicago 773-276-3600

Last August, Jewish and Lebanese civilians ran for cover as war erupted

along Israel's border. One year later, KFAR commemorates by bringing two

bands together to show the potential for peace and a way forward through

music.

Lamajaml and RSDO are two bands brought to Chicago by KFAR Jewish Arts

Center www.kfarcenter.org Lamajaml mixes folk music from the Balkans, Middle

East and their own blend of Dick Dale style surf rock. With oud, melodica,

guitar, clarinet, dulcimer and loungy saxophone, Lamajamal takes listeners

from Beirut to Istanbul to Sofia with all stops in between. The Rabbinical

School Dropouts owe more to the space fantasies of jazz pioneer Sun-Ra,

layering clarinets and trombone over tablas and ever-changing time

signatures. RSDO keeps a sense of humor, though, naming tunes “Wannabe

Maccabee,” “Counterfeit Gelt” and “Mystical New Age Hot Dog of the

Covenant.” Both acts advance their respective musical traditions, and by

playing together emphasize the commonalities of the two cultures and their

ability to exist side by side and enrich each other.

Buy Tickets before August 5 and save $5 off door price!

AUGUST 25-26, Saturday and Sunday, noon to 9PM

Third Bi-Annual HAMSA-Fest, cross-cultural festival. The public is invited

to attend the event, just south of the “Farm in the Zoo” off Stockton St.

(N. of LaSalle). 

HAMSA-Fest brings a Middle Eastern bazaar to Lincoln Park, showcasing

world-renowned instrumental and vocal music, dance, visual and culinary art

from the Middle East and North Africa. HAMSA-Fest will include a children‚s

tent featuring dance, drumming, storytelling, instrument-making in

conjunction with the Chicago Children‚s Museum. Middle Eastern wares will be

sold, and local North African and Middle Eastern restaurants will present

regional cuisine that attendees may purchase.

Artists featured at the event include Pianist and Harmonica legend, Howard

Levy, Persian guitarist Shahin Shahida, Afghan vocalist and instrumentalist

Humayun Khan, Persian kamancheh player Farshid Soltanshahi, Israeli singer

Avishai Cohen and his Nu-Trio, Lebanese vocalist Christine Atallah & the

Bassalindos, Pharaoh‚s Daughter, Deeply Rooted Dance CompanyŒs Nefertiti,

The Musical, children‚s singers with Paul Reisler & Kid Pan Alley and

others. Presented by Genesis at the Crossroads.

Send submissions for the Brit Tzedek Chicago Chapter Newsletter to

betsywfuchs@yahoo.com          

 ________________________________________________________________________

 If you are not a member of Brit Tzedek, we encourage you to join at

 http://www.btvshalom.org/join/-- if you are a member, please encourage

 others to join.

 If you wish to unsubscribe from this chapter mailing list, please send an

email to:

 info@btvshalom.org
------ End of Forwarded Message

