CHICAGO CHAPTER BRIT TZEDEK V'SHALOM

AUGUST 2006

MONDAY, AUGUST 28 7:30PM

Brit Tzedek Executive Director (ED) Diane Balser will give a talk on „Is

Peace Possible?‰ at Kam Isaiah Israel Congregation, 1100 E Hyde Park Blvd,

Chicago

Immediately prior to the talk at KAM, there will be a chapter dinner. Middle

Eastern vegetarian food. Requested donation $8. Please RSVP for dinner to

aliza@btvshalom.org. At the dinner, meet the Brit Tzedek staff:  Diane

Balser (outgoing ED); Diane Cantor (incoming ED); Carinne Luck, Director of

Chapter and Grassroots Development; Rob Levy, Washington Representative.

Also meet the Chicago-based staff.

DIANE BALSER (speaker) BIOGRAPHY: Diane Balser, PhD, is the Executive

Director of Brit Tzedek v'Shalom. She was named CEO of Brit Tzedek in 2005,

after having served as Vice-President on the organization's board and

chairing its National Advocacy and Public Policy committees for two years.

In this capacity, she represented Brit Tzedek at the 2003 signing of the

Geneva Accords.

Dr. Balser has worked on Israeli related issues with several Jewish

organizations including Boston Jewish Community Relations and Workmen Circle

and was the founding co-chair of Brit Tzedek's Boston chapter. She has been

instrumental in developing strong ties between Brit Tzedek and public policy

leaders.

Dr. Balser has further served as a consultant and trainer for Hadassah, ORT

and the Israeli Women's Network, and trained parliamentarians and women's

organizations in the Republic of Ireland. At the Third International Women's

Conference in Nairobi, she co-led a forum on the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict, and at the Fourth Conference in Beijing, consulted with Jewish

women's organizations on organizing a Jewish presence.

In 1996, Dr. Balser joined the faculty of Boston University, where she

served as a professor of Women's Studies. She received her doctorate in

Sociology from Brandeis University.

--- NON-BRIT TZEDEK EVENTS OF INTEREST ---

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2006, 8:15PM

"Hezbollah, Hamas and Israel's Struggle for Peace:  A Way Forward?"

At Beth Emet The Free Synagogue, 1224 Dempster, Evanston

Panel Discussion on the Arab-Israeli Crisis, moderated by Rabbi Andrea

London and featuring Dr. Andy David, Deputy Consul General of Israel to the

Midwest, Gidon D. Remba, President, Chicago Peace Now & Middle East

Political Analyst, and Frank Tachau, Professor of Political Science

(Emeritus), University of Illinois at Chicago and former Visiting Professor

at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and several leading universities in

Turkey. 

Program follows 6:30 P.M. Kabbalat Shabbat Service and 7:30 P.M. Shabbat

Dinner. For dinner reservation, please call Beth Emet Office at (847)

869-4230 x 310 or email reception@bethemet.org

SEPTEMBER 7 ˆ 17, 2006

Chicago Israeli Film Festival.

Films will be showcased throughout the Chicagoland area, so check the

schedule to secure your viewing.  You can get more information about the

Chicago Israeli Film Festival, and the many Israeli films that are being

shown, at http://www.chicagofestivalofisraelicinema.org/index.htm
OF SPECIAL INTEREST∑ MONDAY SEPTEMBER 11, 5:00PM

Hosted by: American Israeli Partnership for the Arts Director: Dov Gil-Har

"Sleeping With the Enemy/Behind Enemy Lines"   (91 minutes)

At Webster Place 11, 1471 W. Webster Avenue, CHICAGO, 800.326.3264

PART 1: Benny, an Israeli police officer, never met Palestinians unless at a

roadblock or in an interrogation room. As part of the Intifada uprising,

Adnan, a Palestinian journalist, considered stabbing Israeli soldiers.

Neither thought they would meet, in of all places, Japan. However, both were

chosen as part of a group of twenty young leaders from Israel and the

Palestinian Authority and are brought together to debate their differences.

After 10 days in Japan, Benny and Adnan find themselves bridging gaps of 100

years of conflict. Filmed before the second Intifada, this film profiles the

two men who would soon find themselves again on opposite sides of a violent

conflict.

PART 2: Soon after Benny and Adnan return from Japan the second Intifada

erupts, and the two men break connections for 3 years. One day they meet at

a crossroad. Benny and Adnan decide to spend a week traveling together

through places that have become symbols of dispute. They each select

locations that have deep personal and political significance. They visit a

Jenin refugee camp, the Temple Mount, and meet the family of a suicide

bomber. Despite the huge gap in their perspectives, the two men try to find

ways to communicate. Human, honest and emotional, the two former friends and

present day enemies search for common ground.  

 ________________________________________________________________________

 If you are not a member of Brit Tzedek, we encourage you to join at

 http://www.btvshalom.org/join/ -- if you are a member, please encourage

 others to join.

 If you wish to unsubscribe from this chapter mailing list, please send an

email to:

 info@btvshalom.org

------ End of Forwarded Message

