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BRIT TZEDEK CALENDAR

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 7:30PM

MONTHLY MEETING OF BRIT TZEDEK MEMBERS ON NORTH SIDE (Rogers Park and North Shore suburbs).  Discuss the Gaza withdrawal among like-minded Jews. Learn more about the current situation in Israel. Take action – write letters to editors, to your members of Congress, sign Brit Tzedek’s Message from American Jews to the President “Don’t Let Gaza Fail.”  And strategize on how we can engage other like-minded Jews. At Betsy Fuchs, 7141 N. Kedzie #1007, Chicago.  773-338-8078.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 24, starting at 12 noon

PICNIC co-sponsored by Salam Al Ann (Palestinians for Peace Now), Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, Chicago Chapter, and Jewish-Palestinian Dialogue Group

(with members of Congregation Sukkat Shalom). At Lake Shore Park, 808 N. Lake Shore Drive.  We’ll eat from 1 to 3 in the fieldhouse/clubhouse.  Pot Luck. We recommend that you bring food that requires little or no utensils.  Bring a lawn chair or two for sitting near the picnic tables before and after lunch. Anyone who would like to attend who needs kosher food, please contact aliza@btvshalom.org. For more information about Salam Al Ann, see  ww.hanania.com/palestinianpeacenow.htm

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 26

MONTHLY MEETING OF BRIT TZEDEK MEMBERS ON NORTH SIDE.  More information in the September newsletter.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 23, AFTERNOON

BREAKING THE SILENCE. Breaking the Silence was formed by former Israeli

soldiers who wanted to highlight the effects of militarism on Israeli and  Palestinian society. Their photography exhibition was a major success in Israel and they have rapidly become an important voice for a peaceful resolution to the conflict. Brit Tzedek is sponsoring a cross country tour for two speakers from Breaking the Silence.  At Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation, Evanston.  For more information about Breaking the Silence, see www.breakingthesilence.org

OCTOBER 28 – DECEMBER 27

OPENING OF THE HEART. An exhibit and learning experience. Photos and

personal narrative of Israelis and Palestinians affected by the conflict. At Gallery 37, 66 Randolph Street, Chicago.  Opening of the Heart encourages us to see and hear the voices of people whose lives are filled with struggle for human survival. Through this experience, we may come to view those who live thousands of miles away as our neighbors and as members of the same human family. We may also come to understand ourselves in a new and profound way.

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 12 EVENING through SUNDAY NOVEMBER 13 EVENING INTENTIONAL LISTENING PRACTICE WORKSHOP.  Co-sponsored by Opening of the Heart, Salam Al Ann (Palestinians for Peace Now), and Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, Chicago Chapter. At Gallery 37. For more information on the exhibit and the workshop, see www.openingoftheheart.org.

WINTER 2006, DATE TO BE DETERMINED

BRIT TZEDEK MIDWEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE, CHICAGO, IL. Date and details to come.

BRIT TZEDEK BARBEQUE IN JULY

Twenty-five Brit Tzedek chapter members and friends attended a barbeque on

July 10th to socialize and to meet Brit Tzedek v’Shalom’s new CEO Diane Balser. Diane and others who attended Brit Tzedek’s Washington D.C Advocacy Days reported on their experiences.  And the weather was perfect, as we had promised.
OP ED in CHICAGO JEWISH STAR 8/17/05 

Aliza Becker, Executive Director Brit Tzedek v’Shalom National, has an Op Ed piece in the Chicago Jewish Star 8/17/05.
TAKE ACTION

DON’T LET GAZA FAIL!  Message from American Jews to the President.  At http://messge.btvshalom.org.  Sign the on-line petition or print copies and get signatures.  56 signers in Illinois. We can do better than that.

FOR BLOGGERS AND OTHERS

>From Donna Spiegelman, Chair, National Membership Committee, Boston, MA. Dear Brit Tzedek v'Shalom blogger:  You can help us reach out to even more American Jews who want a negotiated political settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by hosting one of our ads on your blog.

Take a look at the Tikun Olam blog http://www.richardsilverstein.com (see right-hand sidebar).  Seattle-based Brit Tzedek member Richard Silverstein asked us to allow him to host at his blog one of our flash animated advertisements for our newly launched Don't Let Gaza Fail! Campaign. A click on this graphic takes the respondent to http://message.btvshalom.org/t-blog where they can sign in to send a message for peace to the President.

Or take a look at newly elected Board member Michael Gelman's blog

http://www.livejournal.com/users/exley/ for yet another possibility of how

your blog could help build our movement.

Will you host us? If you are interested, write to donna@btvshalom.org and provide a link to your blog.  To participate, all you need to do is add the code or our ad which we will provide to your blog template so that it displays in your sidebar.

Thanks for all of your support, as always.

PS Do you know another blogger who might host us whose politics are similar to ours? If so, please forward this information to them.
OTHER (NON BRIT TZEDEK) ANNOUNCEMENTS OF RELEVANT CHICAGO AREA EVENTS 
SATURDAY AUGUST 27 from Noon – 9PM and Sunday, August 28 from Noon – 7pm.

HAMSA – FROM THE MIDDLE EAST TO THE MIDWEST FESTIVAL

Middle Eastern cultures collaborate in an outdoor festival that features

rare bland of authentic music, dance, food and art. Summer festival will

transform Chicago’s Lincoln Park into a lively Middle Eastern bazaar

showcasing the distinctive instrumental and vocal music, dance, visual and

culinary art and literature from the Middle East.  Location: Lincoln Park,

Chicago, just south of the Lincoln Park Farm in the Zoo to Stockton &

LaSalle Streets.  Fee:  The festival is open to the public – suggested

donation $5 – 10. Children under 5 years of age are free.  For more

information and performance times, see www.gatc.org. (773) 929-0224
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