BRIT TZEDEK CHICAGO CHAPTER AUGUST MEMBERSHIP BULLETIN 

You've probably been following the news reports about the Road Map through the summer months, wondering whether any real progress on the ground is actually being made.  Even for policy pros, it is difficult to keep up, so we have scheduled a number of events this fall to help you see the big picture and where Brit Tzedek fits in. 
 
On the home front, we have been heartened by Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky's support for the letter circulated by her colleague Howard Berman, urging the President to expedite funds for the Palestinian Authority as a vote of confidence for Palestinian Prime Minister Abbas. Similarly, freshman Congressman Rahm Emmanuel signed on the resolution asking for an investigation of the death of Rachel Corie, an international peace volunteer, non-violently attempting to stop an IDF house demolition in the West Bank.  These are among the signs that Jewish politicians are feeling they can safely deviate from the usual conformist stance.  We need to endorse these little steps and work to convince them to take others. Please call them and express your support for these efforts. Local offices:  Schakowsky - 773-506-7100; Emanuel - 773-267-5926. 



1. Fall Activities: 

Three important events will be sponsored by the Chicago chapter this fall.  We urge your attendance; we ask you to invite friends and family. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th - STEVE MASTERS, 
BRIT TZEDEK'S NATIONAL ADVOCACY CO-CHAIR 

Noon to 4:00 p.m. at DePaul University, Munroe Hall, Room 114, on the corner of Belden and Clifton.  (near the Fullerton Avenue red line stop, street parking available). 

Join us at noon for a bagel brunch and then hear Steve address us about advocacy efforts (including the Call to Bring the Settlers Home) that Brit Tzedek is engaged in.  In the second half of the afternoon, Steve will lead a workshop teaching skills for effective advocacy.  Details of this event will be forthcoming. 

Steve will also be speaking at: Temple Chai in Long Grove, Friday evening September 12 at Shabbat services. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19TH  MARCIA FREEDMAN, 
BRIT TZEDEK PRESIDENT IN CHICAGO 

Come meet one of the founders of Brit Tzedek talk about her hopes for the organization and its progress so far.  A long-time activist and a founder of the women's movement in Israel, Marcia has been devoting her retirement to building our organization into an important voice for progressive Jews on the American political scene.  Here's your opportunity to hear the thinking behind Brit Tzedek's strategy and policy initiatives. This meeting is both for Brit Tzedek members and people who want to learn more about the organization. Noon at the Levine Hillel Center (UIC) 

Marcia will also be speaking at KAM Isaiah on Sunday, October 19th 10 AM. 

CHICAGO BRIT TZEDEK HOSTS AMRAM MITZNA
LABOR PARTY CANDIDATE FOR PRIME MINISTER, 
FORMER MAYOR OF HAIFA. 

Mitzna had a distinguished 30-year career in the IDF, retiring as a Major General in 1993.  He had early established himself as a voice of the nation's conscience, when he became one of only two generals to resign in protest over Israel's long involvement in Lebanon in 1982. At the beginning of the first intifada, he was head of the IDF command in charge of the West Bank.   Mitzna will be sharing the podium with Marcia Freedman at a major event in the Chicagoland area on Tuesday, November 4.  Details to be announced. 
2.  The Call to Bring the Settlers Home Campaign: 


As of early August, about 450 people in the Chicago area have signed the call.  That's the good news!   But over half of our members in Chicago haven't done so yet.  We need numbers.  Go now to www.btvshalom.org and add your name, and then send the Call to five of your friends.  There are currently nearly 7000 signers.  You can help us get that up to 10,000 or more.   Would you be able to circulate a petition among your friends, neighbors, synagogue members?  Contact emzashin@hotmail.com for more information. 

3.  Summer Report: 


We had two house meetings this summer to introduce people to Brit Tzedek and the Call.  In July, about twenty people came to a Rogers Park gathering and at a Wicker Park location, over 35 people in their 20's gathered for food, socializing, and serious discussion about the mideast.  This group will be sponsoring a film series; the first is on Tuesday, August 26 at 7 PM, showing "My Terrorist."    For location, additional film dates and more information, contact Alex at 773 583-5747. 

These home meetings are fun and easy to do.  You invite guests and provide refreshments.  We provide facilitators, speakers, literature. Please consider volunteering to do one at your home or at your synagogue. If you are interested contact dshorwitz@rcn.com for more information. 
4.  The High Holidays: 


Rosh Hashanah is approaching fast.  We are asking Rabbis if they will let us put out literature at a synagogue table - about Brit Tzedek, and about the Call.  A personal call from a congregant can be very effective.  Would you be willing to contact your Rabbi and make this request?  Please be in touch with Elliot at emzashin@hotmail.com and we will assist you. 


5.  Requests for help and donations: 

With a busy fall approaching and initiating our campaign to promote the Call in Chicago, we welcome any help that you can provide.  We plan to publicize our fall events and the Call widely and that will require outreach efforts, publicity and funds for ads and other expenses. If you can donate some time, contact emzashin@hotmail.com. 
 If you can contribute money, send a check to Brit Tzedek (put Chicago chapter on the memo line) to:  P.O. Box 180175, Chicago, Illinois 60618-0175. 


6.  Visit to Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky 

The chapter is attempting to arrange a meeting with Jan Schakowsky while she is home during the late summer recess.  We hope to show her that there is a significant Jewish constituency in her district that would welcome her taking a more independent line and to speak out in favor of efforts to promote the Road Map. 
7.  SAVE THE DATES:  Friday October 31, Sunday, November 2 

    Brit Tzedek National Meeting   in Boston. 

Join other chapter members for an exciting, informative weekend; these gatherings are the key to our becoming a truly national organization. To meet, strategize and socialize with Brit Tzedek members from around the country, come to Boston.  The agenda, registration, and other information can be found on our web site: wwwbtvs.shalom.org. 

 
BritTzedek SteeringCommittee
chicago-btvs-sc@earthlink.net

