CHICAGO CHAPTER BRIT TZEDEK V'SHALOM

MAY 2006

--- BRIT TZEDEK CALENDAR OF EVENTS ---

THURSDAY, MAY 18 7 to 9pm

COMPASSION MEETS CONFLICT: A FILM SCREENING OF CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM with film director and Certified Compassionate Listening facilitator Andrea S. Cohen. 

At Beth Emet Synagogue, 1224 Dempster, Evanston. $5 donation. Co-sponsored by Brit Tzedek v‚Shalom, Chicago Chapter and Beth Emet.  For more information, call Betsy Fuchs 773-338-8078.

"God gave us two ears and only one mouth that we should listen twice as much as we speak." Jewish Proverb

A facilitated dialogue utilizing Compassionate Listening practices will follow the viewing of the film. Children of Abraham is a documentary that chronicles the Compassionate Listening journey to Israel and Palestine of twenty-two courageous Jewish American leaders and professionals seeking todeepen their understanding of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Through interviews with participants and people „living on the ground‰ in Israel-Palestinian, the film captures the many faces of this complicated conflict. 

BIOGRAPHY: Andrea Cohen, M.S., M.S.W. is an award-winning video scriptwriter and producer, as well as a communications consultant and Certified Compassionate Listening Facilitator. She has facilitated Compassionate Listening workshops in the U.S. and abroad and has been instrumental in integrating the concepts of Compassionate Listening into community dialogue events.

SUNDAY JUNE 11 GREATER CHICAGO JEWISH FESTIVAL

Join us at the Greater Chicago Jewish Festival, Sunday June 11, 2006 from 11am to 6pm.  If you would like to help out at the Brit Tzedek information table, please email aliza@btvshalom.org or call Aliza at (312) 341-1205.

For general information on the festival, see www.jewishfestival.org

SUNDAY JUNE 18 ˆ TUESDAY JUNE 20

JOIN BRIT TZEDEK IN WASHINGTON DC, NATIONAL ADVOCACY DAYS 

National Advocacy Days 2006. Join Brit Tzedek activists from across the country. 

Agenda 

- Legislative briefings with DC insiders and personal meetings with your Senators and Representatives and their staffers.

- Opening Plenary by former peace negotiators, Rob Malley and Amjad Atallah.

- Congressional reception with staffers and Members of Congress and more. 

For more information and to register, go to: http://btvshalom.org/director/advocacy06.shtml
BRIT TZEDEK IN THE NEWS

Brit Tzedek‚s Letter from American Rabbis to the President signed by 400 rabbis nationwide generated media all over the country including an op-ed by Rabbi Maralee Gordon in the Chicago Jewish News, an op-ed by Rabbi Brant Rosen in the New York Jewish Week, and a news article in the Chicago Jewish Star.

In the April 14 issues of the Chicago Jewish News, Rabbi Maralee Gordon from the McHenry County Jewish Congregation, speaks about the moral and pragmatic dilemma of the Hamas victory for the Jewish community in „Keep Cannels to Hamas Open.‰ Read the article at http://www.btvshalom.org/pressrelease/20060414.shtml
In the April 7-27, 2006 issue of the Chicago Jewish Star, Gila Wertheimer reported largely positive reactions to the letter among local rabbinic letter signers including Rabbis Laurence Edwards, David Fox Sandmel, and Adam Chalom in „Rabbis Letter Stirs Some Testiness‰.  Read the article at http://www.btvshalom.org/pressrelease/20060427.shtml
Rabbi Brant Rosen of the Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation of Evanston will have an op-ed in the New York Jewish Week on Thursday, May 4. See http://www.thejewishweek.com/ on Thursday or check the Brit Tzedek media website at, http://www.btvshalom.org/pressrelease/inthemedia.shtml
An ad featuring the letter, with the names of all those who signed it, was published March 10 in the Forward, a national Jewish newspaper.

--- NON-BRIT TZEDEK EVENTS OF INTEREST ---

Thursday, May 11, 7:30pm to 9:00pm

Facing the Storm:  Understanding the Shifting Threats to Israel, David

Siegel, Spokesman, Embassy of Israel in Washington, D.C.

At Beth Hillel Congregation Bnai Emunah, 3220 Big Tree Lane, Wilmette, IL.

$10 for Dawn Schuman Institute and AIPAC members; $15 for non-members. RSVP to The Dawn Schuman Institute at (847) 410-3900 before May 5, 2006 

 ________________________________________________________________________

If you are not a member of Brit Tzedek, we encourage you to join at http://www.btvshalom.org/join/ -- if you are a member, please encourage others to join.

If you wish to unsubscribe from this chapter mailing list, please send an email to: info@btvshalom.org
