BRIT TZEDEK CHICAGO CHAPTER MAY BULLETIN


THE CALL TO BRING THE SETTLERS HOME TO ISRAEL  
MEMBERSHIP MEETING ON JUNE 1st
By now you have received information from the National office about 
the launch of the Call Campaign.  We have a list of prominent signers, ads have been placed in major newspapers around the country, and the petition drive is beginning. Now we want to get the Campaign off the ground in Chicago. 


There will be a membership meeting on June 1st at the University of 
Illinois Hillel,  924 S. Morgan St. just off the UIC campus on the NW 
corner of Morgan at Taylor (parking available behind building).  We 
will have brunch and socializing at 11 and the meeting will be from 
11:30 to 1:30. 

Bernie Weisberger, a historian and writer will frame the Campaign with a discussion of the Israeli government's settlement policy, and the "Roadmap." 


Then we will focus on developing our campaign to bring the Call to 
the Chicago Jewish community.  The Call represents Brit Tzedek's 
first entry into the public policy arena, and it will be a test of our ability to mobilize support. 
 
Background material on the Campaign can we found at:
 
Marcia OP ED in Forward: http://www.btvshalom.org/perspectives/0503.html" 
Endorse the Campaign: http://bringthemhome.btvshalom.org/
Frequently Asked Questions: http://bringthemhome.btvshalom.org/faq.htm

Please look at this material before you come to the meeting. We will 
discuss how to use these tools to increase our effectiveness. Success will depend on your involvement, so we want to be sure that everyone fully understands the substance of the Call and can present it effectively to friends and associates.   Please make every effort 
to be at this meeting. 

If you haven't done so yet, go to the website http://bringthemhome.btvshalom.org/ and sign the Call petition; you can pick up copies of the petition at the June 1st meeting to take to your friends, neighbors and colleagues.  About 150 people have signed who are from the Chicago area, but only 30 of our members. Numbers matter - sign up today! 

If you are interested in helping to plan the Call Campaign and the 
membership meeting, please come to a planning meeting on Wednesday, 
May 21st at 7 p.m.  Email ihandler@igc.org for location and directions

STUDY GROUP
The Brit Tzedek study group has just finished reading Righteous 
Victims by Benny Morris and is about to begin to study and discuss 
other things.  This is a great time to join or come for a single 
session!  You don't have to be a member of Brit Tzedek to attend. 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, May 29 at 7:30 pm. Please 
e-mail jk761@yahoo.com for location and directions.  We will discuss 
the "Road Map". 

Brit Tzedek  has a wealth of materials available on our web site: 
http://www.btvshalom.org/resources/road_map.html

Please read at least the first article,  GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE 
ROAD MAP, put together by Americans for Peace Now.  There is also a 
1.4 meg jpg file, a map of Israel and the settlements that appeared 
months ago in National Geographic.  Since it is large it won't be 
sent unless you explicitly request it (ihandler@igc.org). 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Ivan Handler, the chair of the education committee is getting back to speed after an illness.  He will be contacting current members of the committee this week to see when we can get together next.  Our immediate goal is to finish our presentation on Brit Tzedek and to start to integrate our work into our campaign to bring the settlers home.  If you are interested in helping us out, please send Ivan an email,
ihandler@igc.org.

GET YOUR T-SHIRT
Brit Tzedek t-shirts (large blue on white version of our logo) are 
available for $10 in sizes L and XL  + $2 for mailing or you can 
purchase them at the next chapter meeting on June 1st.  If you can't wait, email emzashin@hotmail.com and he will send one out to you. 

PEACE DELEGATION AT THE WALK FOR ISRAEL

Brit Tzedek, Chicago Chapter and Chicago Peace Now teamed up to be a peace contingent at the annual Israel Solidarity Day/Walk with Israel at McCormick Place on Sunday, May 4.  We had two buses from the North Side, a contingent from the South Side and a number of people who managed to find us down there despite the crowds; there were about 40 in the delegation.  We walked with our BT Banner and  
t-shirts.  We feel that by being at the Walk, we made a statement 
that we care deeply about Israel, are a part of the Jewish community, but that we offer a different vision of a solution to the current crisis. 

ISHAI MENUCHIN AT CHICAGO SINAI CONGREGATION

On Sunday April 13, we co-sponsored a program with Chicago Sinai 
Congregation to hear Ishai Menuchin, a refuser from Yesh Gvul (There Is a Limit).  


Brit Tzedek believes that members of the Refuser movement like Ishai 
are the most appropriate persons to speak to American Jews because 
they personally experience the moral and political dilemmas posed by the Occupation and the settlements for Israel and for us as supporters 
of Israel. 

Ishai recounted the personal experiences that led  him as a young 
officer to question his military service in the territories and to 
embrace “selective refusal” as a means of challenging government 
policy and avoiding complicity with actions he regards as morally 
wrong and  violations of international law.  He stressed his 
commitment to democratic values as the basis of his opposition to 
the Occupation: what Israel has been imposing on the Palestinians is 
completely antidemocratic.  He noted the loneliness of the individual refusers and the importance to them of knowing that American Jews support their actions.  He suggested to the audience that they can write personal letters of support to these individuals and letters protesting their treatment to Israeli and American officials. 


Over 50 people attended, including a number of Chicago Sinai 
members. Although they were unable to attend, Rabbis Michael 
Sternfield and Howard Berman expressed their support for the message  that Yesh G’vul sends to us through people like Ishai. 
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