BRIT TZEDEK V'SHALOM CHICAGO CHAPTER

MAY/JUNE 2004 MEMBERSHIP BULLETIN

JOIN US FOR…
     
• Food, folks and fun at BRIT TZEDEK CHICAGO'S FIRST MONTHLY POTLUCK ON JUNE 6TH at Ivan Handler's home in Evanston.
To RSVP, stake out a dish and get directions, please contact Chicago@btvshalom.org
• THE HEART AND SOUL OF JEWISH CHICAGO--THE GREATER CHICAGO JEWISH FOLK ARTS FESTIVAL to be held on June 13th in Morton Grove from 11AM-6PM. This festival is the largest event in Chicago celebrating Jewish culture and is certain to bring out a large and diverse group from the Jewish community. This year Israeli pop star David Broza will headline the festival which will also include continuous musical, dance and theater performances on four different stages, an art fair displaying the works of more than 80 artists and artisans; a book fair; a hands-on children's activity area and Glatt kosher food galore. For more details, visit www.jewishfestival.org 

• An ADDRESS BY FORMER MERETZ PARTY MK AND LIFE-LONG PEACE ACTIVIST NAOMI CHAZAN, co-sponsored by Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, Meretz USA and others, in Chicago in the early autumn. Stay tuned for details.      
           
WE NEED YOU TO….      

• STAFF A BRIT TZEDEK TABLE AT THE GREATER CHICAGO JEWISH FOLK FESTIVAL in two-hour shifts from 10:30-6:30 on June 13, 2004. You can help Brit Tzedek broaden its outreach to a broad and diverse group of American Jews and still have time for fun. To participate, please contact Chicago@btvshalom.org 

• HELP MAKE HOUSE MEETINGS HAPPEN. House meetings are at the core of Brit Tzedek's Spirit of Geneva Campaign. There are any number of ways you can get involved depending on your tastes and talents. To name just a few: you can staff, organize, lead or even host a house party in your very own home. To find out more, please email Chicago@btvshalom.org 

• HOST A POTLUCK. Beginning in June, Brit Tzedek hopes to hold a monthly potluck dinner in homes (YOURS??) all over Chicago-land. As our membership base in Chicago-land has expanded exponentially, we have come to realize that we need a venue to bring these people together on a regular basis to nosh and network and strengthen our community in the process. If you are interested in hosting a potluck in your home, please contact Chicago@btvshalom.org 

• JOIN BRIT TZEDEK BY MAKING A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTION. Individual memberships cost $35/year and family memberships (including all members in a single household) cost $50/year.  In addition to providing critical funding for Brit Tzedek's important work, your membership contribution also empowers us to count you among us when we advocate to our community and our elected officials for a just, negotiated resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. As we grow larger, we grow stronger.      

TO JOIN: You can mail a check payable to "Brit Tzedek v'Shalom" to Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, 11 East Adams Street, Suite 707, Chicago, IL 60603 or you can make a donation online at www.btvshalom.org. Thank you. 
           

THIS JUST IN…
 

• Ivan Handler has assumed the leadership of Brit Tzedek's Chicago chapter. Ivan has been active in Brit Tzedek's Chicago chapter since its inception.  He previously chaired the chapter’s Education Committee and currently is a leader of its House Meeting Committee, as well as an active member of the national Advocacy and Public Policy Committee and the national Wired Committee. Ivan is also a candidate for the national Board of Directors.      

• Brit Tzedek's Chicago-based national office recently moved into the heart of the Loop at 11 East Adams Street, Suite 707, Chicago, IL 60603. Their new telephone number is (312) 341-1205 and their new fax number is (312) 341-1206. Their email remains the same, as does the warm welcome they extend to volunteers.      

• On May 14th, Ivan Handler and Jessica Rosenblum, Brit Tzedek's Assistant Director, were welcomed by the Bnai Yehuda-Beth Shalom Congregation of Homewood-Flossmor. The two led a lively post-service discussion on the roles and significance of the Geneva Accord and the other recent and bold citizens' peace initiatives.      

• On May 5th, Geneva Accord architect, policy advisor and scholar, Menachem Klein spoke about "Disengagement or Dialogue: Which Way to Security and Peace for Israel" at Beth Emet Synagogue in Evanston. Brit Tzedek, Labor Zionist Alliance and Americans for Peace Now co-sponsored the event.      

• On April 18th, Brit Tzedek held a successful chapter meeting at KAM Isaiah Synagogue in the Hyde Park neighborhood. The dynamics of Brit Tzedek's national Spirit of Geneva campaign were discussed and the Spirit of Geneva video was previewed. The possibilities for integrating Brit Tzedek's Northside and burgeoning Southside constituencies was also discussed.      
• On April 17th, representatives of Brit Tzedek's local and national leadership gathered to meet with local leaders from the Labor Zionist Alliance and Americans for Peace Now at Laurie Wasserman's house in Skokie. In addition to being an LZA and Brit Tzedek member, Wasserman is also the mother of Beth Wasserman, Brit Tzedek's Boston chapter co-chair. The meeting was congenial and constructive and lay what will hopefully prove the groundwork for future collaboration between the groups.      

• As of today, 564 Illinois residents (most of whom are from the metropolitan Chicago area) have signed Brit Tzedek's "Call to Bring the Settlers Home to Israel" petition.     


