        BRIT TZEDEK CHICAGO APRIL MEMBERSHIP BULLETIN 

    ISHAI MENUCHIN - THIS SUNDAY AT CONGREGATION SINAI 

A last reminder to join us at Congregation Sinai (15 East Delaware) Sunday, April 13th  at 3 p.m. to hear Ishai Menuchin talk on Selective Refusal. Menuchin is the founder of Yesh Gvul (the oldest refuser organization in Israel).  Bring your family and friends.  We look forward to seeing you there. 


    PEACE DELEGATION AT THE WALK FOR ISRAEL 

The Chicago Chapter of Brit Tzedek V'Shalom and Chicago Peace Now plan to join the Walk for Israel as a joint peace delegation on Sunday, May 4th. 

We believe that many members of the Jewish community would like to express their support for Israel and their support for a two-state negotiated peace settlement between Israel and the Palestinians and would feel much more motivated to attend the Walk if they can "voice" their views. 

Members of both groups want to send a message to the community that we regard ourselves as proud Jews who feel as attached to Israel's destiny as any other group  A recent APN poll indicates that a great majority of Jews support this view. 

We will walk under one slogan, most likely "Two Peoples, Two States, One Future."  We hope to have Brit Tzedek t-shirts  and certainly Brit Buttons. This is a great opportunity for visibility for Brit Tzedek in Chicago.  We urge you to come and bring many friends and family members to march with us.  Specific information on where we will meet and at what time will be available as soon as possible. For more information now, email emzashin@hotmail.com. 



    BRIT TZEDEK 2nd ANNUAL MEETING IN CHICAGO 


We are pleased to announce that the national meeting will be held here in Chicago from May 16 to May 18th. We want to encourage you to save the date and go to our website (www.btvshalom.org <http://www.btvshalom.org> ) and register now.  We would like to have a large delegation of our Chicagoland members and friends. 

The Meeting is titled:  Carrying Our Vision Forward; Towards a Just Resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.  There will be exciting plenary sessions, great workshops, a chance to network with others from around the country, and share strategies for dealing with the tough issues that we face.  A detailed conference program will be available soon. 

The Conference will begin with Shabbat dinner on Friday night followed by the opening plenary.  It will end on Sunday at 4:30.  It will take place at the Radisson Hotel North Shore (4500 W. Touhy) in Lincolnwood. Information on registration fees, meals and other details can be found on the website. 

Many out-of-town participants will need home hospitality.  Please consider hosting a Brit member or two, and let the national office know as soon as possible. Please call: (773) 583-5747.  Consider volunteering for a few hours the weekend of the conference - we will need drivers, people to help with registration and other tasks. 


    HOUSE MEETINGS 

We are continuing to host meetings for people to learn more about Brit Tzedek.  Consider inviting a half dozen friends, synagogue members, or colleagues to your home.  We want to resume these after Passover.  You invite people and provide refreshments; we'll have a speaker and bring literature.  Email dshorwitz@rcn.com for more information. 


    ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO JOIN! 

Consider forwarding this Bulletin (along with website information) to a few of your friends with an explanation of why you joined Brit Tzedek.  Encourage them to join.  The Israeli-Palestinian conflict will be an increasing focus of foreign policy debate.  We need as many voices as possible to be a force that matters. 
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