CHICAGO CHAPTER 

BRIT TZEDEK V'SHALOM APRIL/MAY 2007

--- CHICAGO CHAPTER EVENTS ---

SUNDAY MAY 6  3-5PM

COMBATANTS FOR PEACE (CFP) DVD and discussion of the "Let's Talk" campaign.

View excerpts from January 2007 CFP presentation sponsored by Brit Tzedek

Chicago Chapter.  At the home of Ivan Handler, 905 Forest, Unit 1N,

Evanston. 

If you would like to host a house party using the DVD of Combatants for

Peace with discussion questions and talking points, contact Elliot Zashin at

emzashin@hotmail.com.

LET'S TALK CAMPAIGN

Get involved with Brit Tzedek's "Let's Talk" campaign.  "Let's Talk" focuses

on two fronts: building support among American Jews for active US engagement

in finding a resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and changing

the way American Jews talk about Israel.

How can your get involved?

* Read how to answer difficult questions at

http://letstalk.btvshalom.org/difficultquestions
* Sign the Let's Talk Petition and Pledge using links on the difficult

questions web page.

* Contact 5 friends by phone or email.

For suggestions on what to say or write, go to:

Let's Talk conversation script at

http://btvshalom.org/letstalk/conversation.html
Let's Talk Email script at http://btvshalom.org/letstalk/email.html
* Take the message to your Rabbi or others in Jewish organizations to which

you belong.

* Take the message to your elected officials in your home district by

getting involved with the Chicago Chapter.

* Get involved with the Chicago Chapter. Contact Betsy Fuchs

betsywfuchs@yahoo.com or Elliot Zashin at emzashin@hotmail.com.

* Take the message to D.C. in June.  Go to:

http://btvshalom.org/DC_2007/DC07_agenda.shtml
--- JOIN BRIT TZEDEK IN WASHINTON, D.C. JUNE 16-19, 2007 ---

National Grassroots Leadership Training Institute (June 16-17, 2007)

Brit Tzedek's 2nd National Grassroots Leadership Training Institute,

Building our Political Movement for Israeli-Palestinian Peace, will take

place the evening of Saturday, June 16 and all day Sunday, June 17, in

downtown, Washington, DC.

National Advocacy Days 2007 (June 18-19, 2007)

Brit Tzedek's 3rd Annual National Advocacy Days begins with a day of

political briefings and trainings on the Hill from policy experts and

government officials, followed by an evening reception with Members of

Congress. On Tuesday, you'll meet with your own Senators and

Representatives. 

Agenda and registration form now on-line at

http://btvshalom.org/DC_2007/DC07_agenda.shtml
--- NON-BRIT TZEDEK EVENTS OF INTEREST ---

These events are listed for informational purposes only.  The viewpoints

expressed may not concur with those of Brit Tzedek v'Shalom.

MONDAY APRIL 16 & 23, 7-8:30PM

"The Myths & Realities that Have Shaped Israeli Life," with Dr. Barry Chazan

This course will examine several major "myths" and their de-mythologizing

that have shaped Israeli existence over the past fifty years:

*The Masada Myth -- Never again will Jews not fight back

*From Shoah to Redemption -- Israel as the answer to being Jewish

*From the Four Corners of the Earth -- Israel as a great melting pot of Jews

*David & Goliath -- Israel as a small, besieged country surrounded by

millions of hostile neighbors

Co-sponsored by the Dawn Schuman Institute (DSI) Of the Community Foundation

for Jewish Education of Metropolitan Chicago and the Jewish

Reconstructionist Congregation (JRC).

At JRC temporary home, Congregation Shaare Tikvah B'nai Zion, 5800 N.

Kimball, Chicago. Series Fee: $25 DSI Members/$40 Non-Members.  Session Fee:

$18 DSI Members/$25 Non-Members.  JRC Members: No Fee.  Reserve space or for

more info, call/e-mail the DSI 847.410.3900 x 14 or mstobias@cfje.org
TUESDAY APRIL 17, 12PM AND 7PM

Speaker: Andrew Whitley, Director of the Representative Office of UNRWA, the

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near

East.

12-2PM at Jane Addams Hull House Museum, 800 S. Halsted St.

**Free Admission, lunch.  RSVP required, as space is limited.  Call  Miryam

at (312) 427-2533 x 18 or email mrashid@afsc.org to RSVP**

 AND 7PM at First United Church of Oak Park, 848 Lake St. Oak Park (enter

from Lake St. entrance). Free Admission, no RSVP required.

Cosponsors: Jane Addams Hull House Museum, NIMN/Jewish Voice for

Peace-Chicago, Arab American Action Network, Chicago Faith Coalition on

Middle East Policy, International Solidarity Movement, 8th Day Center for

Justice, National Lawyers Guild

WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY APRIL 18-19

Benny Morris, Israeli historian and author will speak at two venues

WEDNESDAY APRIL 18, 7PM

Topic: "A Second Holocaust? The Implications of a Nuclear Iran"

At University of Chicago, Social Sciences 122, 1126 East 59th Street

Chicago. 

THURSDAY APRIL 19, 4-6PM

Topic: "What Future for the Palestinians?"

At DePaul University in SAC 154, 2320 N. Kenmore, Chicago.

Hosted by Chicago Friends of Israel and the JCRC/Hillel's Israel Initiative

SATURDAY APRIL 21, 6:30-8:30PM

"Organizing Palestinian Farmers for Fair Trade" presented by Nasser Abu

Farha, who is founder and chair of Palestine Fair Trade Association, a

Palestinian grassroots network of fair trade producers and cooperatives with

over 2000 members based in Jenin.

6:30pm, Special Reception: Taste of Palestine featuring Three Chefs, Three

Humous Recipes

7:00pm, Presentation, Grace Place, 637 S. Dearborn, Chicago. $5 Admission

for Reception, RSVP Required.  Call Miryam at (312) 427-2533 x18 or email

mrashid@afsc.org to RSVP.

Cosponsors: Jewish Voice for Peace, Chicago Faith Coalition on Middle East

Policy,  Arab American Action Network, International Solidarity

Movement-Chicago, 8th Day Center for Justice, National Lawyers Guild

SUNDAY, May 6, 2007, 2:00-4:00PM

Roundtable Discussion: "Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid"

Evanston Friends Meetinghouse, 1010 Greenleaf Street, Evanston, IL

 A moderated panel of Middle East experts will discuss President Carter's

new best-selling book, Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid.

Panelists:  Roxane Assaf, Adjunct Professor, North Park University and

School of the Art Institute of Chicago; Rabbi Andrea London, Beth Emet The

Free Synagogue in Evanston, Illinois; Prof. Frank Tachau, Professor Emeritus

of Political Science at the University of Illinois-Chicago; Jim Wall, Senior

Contributing Editor, Christian Century

Submissions for the Chicago Chapter June Newsletter should be sent to

betsywfuchs@yahoo.comby May 25,2007. 

 ________________________________________________________________________

 If you are not a member of Brit Tzedek, we encourage you to join at

 http://www.btvshalom.org/join/-- if you are a member, please encourage

 others to join.

 If you wish to unsubscribe from this chapter mailing list, please send an

email to:

info@btvshalom.org
