CHICAGO CHAPTER BRIT TZEDEK V'SHALOM

--- BRIT TZEDEK CALENDAR OF EVENTS ---

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 10:30am to 12 noon

WHY THE ISRAELI ECONOMY REALLY DOES NEED PEACE

A public lecture by Dr. Bernard Avishai. At Congregation KAM Isaiah Israel, 1100 E. Hyde Park Blvd, Chicago. Coffee and light refreshments will be served. Co-sponsored by Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, Chicago Chapter and KAM. For more information, contact the Brit Tzedek office at (312) 341-1205 or the Congregation at (773) 924-1234.

BIOGRAPHY: Dr. Avishai is Visiting Professor at the Fuqua School of Business and Senior Fellow at the Sanford School of Public Policy at Duke University. He is former Dean of the Raphael Recanati International School and Director of the Zell Entrepreneurship Program, at the Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya, Israel. He has written dozens of articles on the politics and history of Israel, in The New Yorker, The New York Review of Books,Harper's, The New York Times, Fortune, and many other publications. He has also written widely on intellectual capital, including Israel‚s Future: Brainpower, High Tech--and Peace in the Harvard Business Review. Avishai has published two books, "The Tragedy of Zionism: How Its Revolutionary Past Haunts Israeli Democracy," and "A New Israel: Democracy in Crisis, 1973-1988." From 1986 to 1991, Avishai was strategy and technology editor of the Harvard Business Review.

THURSDAY, MAY 18 7 to 9pm

COMPASSION MEETS CONFLICT: A FILM SCREENING OF CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM with film director and Certified Compassionate Listening facilitator Andrea S. Cohen. At Beth Emet Synagogue, 1224 Dempster, Evanston. $5 donation. Co-sponsored by Brit Tzedek v‚Shalom, Chicago Chapter and Beth Emet.  For more information, call Betsy Fuchs 773-338-8078.

"God gave us two ears and only one mouth that we should listen twice as much as we speak." Jewish Proverb

A facilitated dialogue utilizing Compassionate Listening practices will follow the viewing of the film. Children of Abraham is a documentary that chronicles the Compassionate Listening journey to Israel and Palestine of twenty-two courageous Jewish American leaders and professionals seeking to deepen their understanding of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Through interviews with participants and people „living on the ground‰ in Israel-Palestinian, the film captures the many faces of this complicated conflict. 

BIOGRAPHY: Andrea Cohen, M.S., M.S.W. is an award-winning video scriptwriter and producer, as well as a communications consultant and Certified Compassionate Listening Facilitator. She has facilitated Compassionate Listening workshops in the U.S. and abroad and has been instrumental in integrating the concepts of Compassionate Listening into community dialogue events.

*******************************

--ADVOCACY--

On Tuesday March 7, more than 5,000 AIPAC participants will swarm the halls

of Congress to promote HR4681, the Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006,

introduced by Reps. Ros-Lehtinen and Lantos. The bill currently has 92 cosponsors (attached below) and AIPAC will be lobbying to get 100 more cosponsors on Tuesday.

Also, Senators Biden and McConnell are expected to introduce their own, almost identical version of the bill this week in the Senate.  (More info on Brit Tzedek advocacy regarding that bill once it is available).

This week and next are the perfect times for you and your chapters to reach out (perhaps for a second or third time) to your Member of Congress.  If you have not heard back from your contacts, or if you they initially responded to you with a "maybe" - it is time to remind them that the Jewish community is not monolithic on this issue!

What can you and your chapter do?

1) Call your staff contacts or reach out to your Member of Congress via the capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121. Ask for the foreign affairs staffer.

2) Tell them you are a constituent and an American Jew who supports Israel.

3) Urge them NOT TO SUPPORT OR COSPONSOR H.R. 4681 because it:

* Forfeits any US role in bringing both sides back to the negotiating table towards a two-state solution.

* Limits US diplomatic relations with all members of the PA, including President Abbas, whether or not they are associated with Hamas.

* Restricts US aid to the Palestinian people delivered through non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

* Risks US national security interests, by removing the presidential waiver on direct aid.

* Maintains these sanctions and restrictions indefinitely

4) Bring up the Rabbis' Letter to the President, signed by nearly 400 American rabbis, as evidence that American Jews don't uniformly support

isolating the Palestinian government and people.  This letter urged the President to:

* Preserve the prospects for renewed negotiations aimed at a two-state solution.

* Constructively engage moderate Palestinians, such as President Abbas,

who support peace with Israel.

* Continue US assistance to the Palestinian people delivered through NGOs.

* Full info at: http://rabbisletter.btvshalom.orgÂ Keep up the great work!!!

More updates will come as they are available.  Please let me know if

you have any questions and keep me apprised of your meetings and calls.

Rob Levy

Washington Representative

Brit Tzedek v'Shalom - The Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace

122 C St. NW,Â Suite 820A

Washington, DC 20001

(202) 536-4092

(202) 536-5135 (fax)

rob@btvshalom.org
www.btvshalom.org <http://www.btvshalom.org>

------------------------------------

92 Current Cosponsors to HR 4681 (as of 3/6/06)

Rep Ackerman, Gary L. [NY-5] - 2/1/2006

Rep Alexander, Rodney [LA-5] - 2/28/2006

Rep Bean, Melissa L. [IL-8] - 2/1/2006

Rep Berkley, Shelley [NV-1] - 2/1/2006

Rep Berman, Howard L. [CA-28] - 3/2/2006

Rep Blackburn, Marsha [TN-7] - 2/1/2006

Rep Blunt, Roy [MO-7] - 2/14/2006

Rep Bonner, Jo [AL-1] - 2/28/2006

Rep Brown, Henry E., Jr. [SC-1] - 2/1/2006

Rep Burton, Dan [IN-5] - 2/1/2006

Rep Butterfield, G. K. [NC-1] - 2/28/2006

Rep Cantor, Eric [VA-7] - 2/1/2006

Rep Cardoza, Dennis A. [CA-18] - 2/1/2006

Rep Chabot, Steve [OH-1] - 2/1/2006

Rep Chandler, Ben [KY-6] - 2/1/2006

Rep Crowley, Joseph [NY-7] - 2/1/2006

Rep Cuellar, Henry [TX-28] - 2/8/2006

Rep Culberson, John Abney [TX-7] - 2/8/2006

Rep Davis, Jim [FL-11] - 2/14/2006

Rep Davis, Jo Ann [VA-1] - 2/1/2006

Rep Davis, Tom [VA-11] - 2/28/2006

Rep Deal, Nathan [GA-10] - 2/28/2006

Rep Diaz-Balart, Lincoln [FL-21] - 2/8/2006

Rep Diaz-Balart, Mario [FL-25] - 2/14/2006

Rep Doolittle, John T. [CA-4] - 2/8/2006

Rep Engel, Eliot L. [NY-17] - 2/1/2006

Rep English, Phil [PA-3] - 2/28/2006

Rep Etheridge, Bob [NC-2] - 2/28/2006

Rep Ferguson, Mike [NJ-7] - 2/15/2006

Rep Fitzpatrick, Michael G. [PA-8] - 2/14/2006

Rep Ford, Harold E., Jr. [TN-9] - 2/28/2006

Rep Fossella, Vito [NY-13] - 2/14/2006

Rep Garrett, Scott [NJ-5] - 3/2/2006

Rep Gerlach, Jim [PA-6] - 2/8/2006

Rep Gonzalez, Charles A. [TX-20] - 3/2/2006

Rep Harman, Jane [CA-36] - 2/15/2006

Rep Harris, Katherine [FL-13] - 2/1/2006

Rep Hart, Melissa A. [PA-4] - 2/14/2006

Rep Hastings, Alcee L. [FL-23] - 2/8/2006

Rep Hensarling, Jeb [TX-5] - 2/14/2006

Rep Holden, Tim [PA-17] - 2/28/2006

Rep Israel, Steve [NY-2] - 2/1/2006

Rep Johnson, Timothy V. [IL-15] - 2/16/2006

Rep Kelly, Sue W. [NY-19] - 2/14/2006

Rep Kennedy, Mark R. [MN-6] - 2/14/2006

Rep King, Peter T. [NY-3] - 2/1/2006

Rep King, Steve [IA-5] - 2/8/2006

Rep Kingston, Jack [GA-1] - 2/28/2006

Rep Lantos, Tom [CA-12] - 2/1/2006

Rep Linder, John [GA-7] - 3/2/2006

Rep LoBiondo, Frank A. [NJ-2] - 2/28/2006

Rep Lynch, Stephen F. [MA-9] - 2/1/2006

Rep Mack, Connie [FL-14] - 2/1/2006

Rep Maloney, Carolyn B. [NY-14] - 2/14/2006

Rep Marchant, Kenny [TX-24] - 2/28/2006

Rep McCarthy, Carolyn [NY-4] - 2/1/2006

Rep McCaul, Michael T. [TX-10] - 2/1/2006

Rep McHenry, Patrick T. [NC-10] - 2/8/2006

Rep McNulty, Michael R. [NY-21] - 2/8/2006

Rep Meeks, Gregory W. [NY-6] - 2/15/2006

Rep Miller, Candice S. [MI-10] - 2/8/2006

Rep Nadler, Jerrold [NY-8] - 2/1/2006

Rep Northup, Anne M. [KY-3] - 2/15/2006

Rep Norwood, Charlie [GA-9] - 2/8/2006

Rep Pence, Mike [IN-6] - 2/1/2006

Rep Platts, Todd Russell [PA-19] - 2/28/2006

Rep Poe, Ted [TX-2] - 2/1/2006

Rep Price, Tom [GA-6] - 2/8/2006

Rep Reynolds, Thomas M. [NY-26] - 2/8/2006

Rep Ross, Mike [AR-4] - 3/2/2006

Rep Royce, Edward R. [CA-40] - 2/1/2006

Rep Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch [MD-2] - 2/14/2006

Rep Saxton, Jim [NJ-3] - 2/28/2006

Rep Schakowsky, Janice D. [IL-9] - 2/28/2006

Rep Schiff, Adam B. [CA-29] - 2/1/2006

Rep Scott, David [GA-13] - 2/8/2006

Rep Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [WI-5] - 2/28/2006

Rep Sessions, Pete [TX-32] - 2/15/2006

Rep Shaw, E. Clay, Jr. [FL-22] - 2/28/2006

Rep Shays, Christopher [CT-4] - 2/8/2006

Rep Sherman, Brad [CA-27] - 2/1/2006

Rep Souder, Mark E. [IN-3] - 2/14/2006

Rep Stearns, Cliff [FL-6] - 2/28/2006

Rep Sullivan, John [OK-1] - 2/14/2006

Rep Tancredo, Thomas G. [CO-6] - 2/1/2006

Rep Terry, Lee [NE-2] - 2/8/2006

Rep Waxman, Henry A. [CA-30] - 2/15/2006

Rep Weldon, Curt [PA-7] - 2/15/2006

Rep Weller, Jerry [IL-11] - 2/1/2006

Rep Westmoreland, Lynn A. [GA-8] - 2/14/2006

Rep Wilson, Joe [SC-2] - 2/8/2006

Rep Young, C. W. Bill [FL-10] - 2/28/2006

*******

NON-BRIT TZEDEK EVENTS OF INTEREST

Genesis at the Crossroads and Columbia College Chicago

presents Peace it Together The Middle East Peace Quilt Exhibition

The Glass Curtain Gallery March 2006

Mission:

 To Celebrate Cultural Diversity from Around the World

 To Showcase Collaborative Artistic Programs Promoting World Peace

The internationally produced Middle East Peace Quilt conceived by Vancouver's visionary visual artist, Sima Elizabeth Shefrin, spans two years of intricate work piecing together 30 panels, each 9 square feet by over 300 Jewish, Palestinian and individual artists of other cultural backgrounds predominantly from the United States and Canada. Quilters are young and old, professional and freshly new to this form of artistic expression. The panels, displayed at the gallery, will go beyond a static presentation to establish a textiled, dynamic physical context for a month-long exploration of the arts as a vehicle for cross-cultural collaboration.

This program is dedicated to the memory of Ruth Clement Bond, African-American Quilter and Civic Leader who passed away at 101 this year after dedicating her life to using quilts for social commentary and activism. 

Peace Quilt Exhibit is open March 2 - April 1, 2006

WEEKEND 2: March 10-12

Friday, March 10, 7:30 - 9 p.m. Performance by Actor/Dancer Tonray Ho, Columbia College Chicago, Glass Curtain Gallery

Saturday, March 11, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Children's Quilting Workshop Columbia College Chicago, Glass Curtain Gallery

Saturday, March 11, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Dramatic Readings with Actor Stacy Keach Columbia College Chicago, Glass Curtain Gallery

Saturday, March 11, 8:00 - 9:30 p.m. Rang de Nila A Hindu/Jewish/Moslem Collaboration with Pranita Jain Siona Benjamin, and Ishrat Hoque (Rakhi) Columbia College Chicago, Film Row Cinema, 1104 S. Wabash (8th Floor) Sponsored by the Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies

Sunday, March 12, 12:30 - 1:15 p.m. ˆ Children's Dance

Workshop with Choreographer Shmulik Gov Ari Columbia College Chicago, Glass Curtain Gallery 

Sunday, March 12, 1:30 2:20 p.m. -Persian Children's

Storytelling, Norooz Productions Columbia College Chicago, Glass Curtain Gallery

Sunday, March 12, 2:45 -3:45 p.m., Arab-Jewish Fusion

Performance ˆ A weaving together of Arab and Jewish folk and dance music by Safwan Matni, Vahe Zakarian, and members of the Maxwell Street Klezmer Band.

Columbia College Chicago, Music Center, 1014 S. Michigan Avenue.

Sunday, March 12, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. - Performance of Yemenite and Israeli Dancing and Drumming with Choreographer Shmulik Gov Ari and Shalechet Aviv (Premiere of an original commissioned dance by Shmulik Gov Ari) Columbia College Chicago, Music Center, 1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Ongoing Activities

Children‚s Humanitarian Quilting Project As part of the humanitarian programs produced by Genesis at the Crossroads, children who visit the Peace it Together Peace Quilt exhibit will have the opportunity to create a quilting square which will be professionally  sewn into actual children‚s quilts by Members of the Illinois Quilters, Inc. Guild (IQI) and sent to children in Iraq.

Ticket Information

The Glass Curtain Gallery is open to the public for viewing of the quilt, free admission.

For Afternoon & Evening Performances:

$20 for Adults, $10 for Students/Seniors and $7 for children

(Children must be 5 or older for the evening performances only)

For Children‚s Events:

$10 per person/child, children under 3 are free. Family Package: $100 for family pass (4 people) to all children‚s events for 2 weeks

Group Tickets:

Three concerts for: Adults - $50*; Students/Seniors- $25

*Note - The Luna Negra performance is $28/ticket and is not part of the three performance package pricing.

Please contact us for ticket sales at (773) 929-0224. Leave detailed instructions including your contact information, event that you want to attend, and the number of the tickets that you need. We will get back to you as soon as possible. Our Web ticket sales will be available to the public soon.

Proceeds from performance ticket sales for the Peace it Together program will go towards the Genesis at the Crossroads Scholarship Fund for International Students at Columbia College Chicago.

For ticket information, further event details and event updates visit www.gatc.org.

The Peace Quilt will be on display at the Columbia College Glass Curtain Gallery during the following hours: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday; 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Monday and Thursday. On Saturday, March 4, the gallery will be open 1 - 7:30 p.m.; on Sunday, March 5 the gallery will be open noon - 3:00 p.m.; on Saturday, March 11 the gallery will be open Noon - 7:30 p.m.; and on Sunday, March 12 the gallery will be open Noon - 3:00 p.m.  The Peace it Together program is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council. The Children‚s Performance Series was generously underwritten by Brian Platnick, Bryna Kra and their family.

 ________________________________________________________________________

 If you are not a member of Brit Tzedek, we encourage you to join at http://www.btvshalom.org/join/ -- if you are a member, please encourage others to join.

If you wish to unsubscribe from this chapter mailing list, please send an

email to:

 info@btvshalom.org
------ End of Forwarded Message

