BRIT TZEDEK CHICAGO CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP BULLETIN
Work for Israeli-Palestinian peace is increasingly being overshadowed by the Bush administration's moves toward war with Iraq.  It is important that we continue to educate and advocate for a peaceful and just solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  Please consider volunteering to work on our chapter's programs and events!

 ISHAI MENUCHIN SPEAKS ON SUNDAY, APRIL 13th

 "The Right to Refuse:  Toward a More Secure and Democratic Israel"

 Brit Tzedek will sponsor this event with the Chicago Sinai Congregation.  Menuchin will discuss the refuser movement among Israeli reservists.

Chicago Sinai Congregation, 15 W. Delaware Place in Chicago

Sunday, April 13th from 3 to 5 p.m.

Ishai Menuchin is an Israeli peace activist, a major in the Israeli Defence Forces and a founder of Yesh Gvul (There Is A Limit), the oldest refuser organization in Israel dating back to the Israeli occupation of southern Lebanon.  The Rothko Chapel in Houston has just announced that Mr. Menuchin will receive its 2003 Human Rights Award. Menuchin is a co-editor of a number of anthologies dealing with issues of democracy, conscience, obligation and civil disobedience; a lecturer at Hebrew University in the Political Science Department, and director of organizational development at Shatil - The New Israel Fund, an empowerment and training center for social change organizations in Israel.

Please forward news of this event to your friends and family. VOLUNTEER TO HELP PUBLICIZE THIS EVENT, PARTICULARLY AT AREA SYNAGOGUES.  EMAIL WITH AN OFFER TO HELP TO: emzashin@hotmail.com


DATES FOR STUDY GROUP AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The next meeting of the Chicago chapter Study Group is Thursday, March 20th at 7 p.m.  The group will continue discussing "Righteous Victims" by Morris.  The Education Committee continues to work on a presentation to offer to house meetings and social action committees.  Both groups welcome new members.  Email jk761@yahoo.com to get addresses and directions for March and April meetings.

 
SPREAD THE WORD:  ORGANIZE A HOUSE GATHERING

We have now done four informal house and synagogue meetings to inform people about Brit Tzedek's principles and program, recruit new members and activists. Please consider hosting an informational meeting for members of your synagogue or for a group of friends and colleagues. You provide the place, coffee, and send out the invitations.  We'll provide a speaker and literature.  If you're interested or want more information, contact:  dshorwitz@rcn.com


SAVE THE DATE:  BRIT TZEDEK NATIONAL MEETING IN CHICAGO

Chicago is honored to host the annual Brit Tzedek National Conference on May 16 - 18, 2003 (Friday afternoon through Sunday afternoon) at the Radisson Hotel Lincolnwood Northshore on Touhy Avenue.  The official notice and invitation will be going out shortly, but in the meanwhile, the Chicago chapter is looking for volunteers who would like to pitch in the make this meeting successful and special for all attendees.

We will need help with local arrangements, housing, transportation, entertainment, errands, etc.  Let's show the national membership how hospitable we mid-westerners are!  If you'd like to assist in any way, please RSVP to info@btvshalom.org and we will get in touch with you about jobs that need to be done.  Thanks!

 
MARCH CHAPTER MEETING

Report of March membership meeting:  About 30 members attended our meeting at the UIC Hillel.  We got to know each other, discussed the national campaign, "Call to Bring The Settlers Home" (watch for more information on this from the national office), and talked about building our chapter.  To be more effective, we need more active members!  Consider volunteering for the Steering Committee (a bi-weekly meeting plus responsibility for an area of work - approximately 3 to 5 hours a week commitment), or joining our Education or Membership committees.  We'd like to find people who could take responsibility for developing a Media committee and an Advocacy Committee.  We need your help, skills, expertise.  Contact our chapter coordinator at emzashin@hotmail.com.

And as always - encourage friends to join.  Send a personal note to 10 friends letting them know why you have joined Brit Tzedek and why it's important for them to add their voices, to grow our numbers.  Please direct them to our website at: www.btvshalom.org <http://www.btvshalom.org/> 


CONTRIBUTIONS ALWAYS WELCOME!

We need funds for our ongoing work in Chicago.  Consider a donation.  Include a note that it is for the Chicago chapter. Send to Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, P.O. Box 180175, Chicago Illinois 60618-0175.

 
