CHICAGO CHAPTER BRIT TZEDEK V'SHALOM

FEBRUARY 2006

--- BRIT TZEDEK CALENDAR OF EVENTS ---

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 10:30am to 12 noon

WHY THE ISRAELI ECONOMY REALLY DOES NEED PEACE

A public lecture by Dr. Bernard Avishai. At Congregation KAM Isaiah Israel, 1100 E. Hyde Park Blvd, Chicago. Coffee and light refreshments will be served. Co-sponsored by Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, Chicago Chapter and KAM. For more information, contact the Brit Tzedek office at (312) 341-1205 or the Congregation at (773) 924-1234.

BIOGRAPHY: Dr. Avishai is Visiting Professor at the Fuqua School of Business and Senior Fellow at the Sanford School of Public Policy at Duke University.  He is former Dean of the Raphael Recanati International School and Director of the Zell Entrepreneurship Program, at the Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya, Israel. He has written dozens of articles on the politics and history of Israel, in The New Yorker, The New York Review of Books, Harper's, The New York Times, Fortune, and many other publications. He has also written widely on intellectual capital, including “Israel’s Future: Brainpower, High Tech--and Peace” in the Harvard Business Review. Avishai has published two books, "The Tragedy of Zionism: How Its Revolutionary Past Haunts Israeli Democracy," and "A New Israel: Democracy in Crisis, 1973-1988." From 1986 to 1991, Avishai was strategy and technology editor of the Harvard Business Review.

THURSDAY, MAY 18 7 to 9pm

COMPASSION MEETS CONFLICT ˆ A FILM SCREENING OF „CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM‰ with film director and Certified Compassionate Listening facilitator Andrea S. Cohen. At Beth Emet Synagogue, 1224 Dempster, Evanston. $5 donation.

Co-sponsored by Brit Tzedek v‚Shalom, Chicago Chapter and Beth Emet.  For more information, call Betsy Fuchs 773-338-8078.

"God gave us two ears and only one mouth that we should listen twice as much as we speak." Jewish Proverb

A facilitated dialogue utilizing Compassionate Listening practices will follow the viewing of the film. „Children of Abraham‰ is a documentary that chronicles the Compassionate Listening journey to Israel and Palestine of twenty-two courageous Jewish American leaders and professionals seeking to deepen their understanding of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Through interviews with participants and people living “on the ground” in Israel-Palestinian, the film captures the many faces of this complicated conflict. 

BIOGRAPHY: Andrea Cohen, M.S., M.S.W. is an award-winning video scriptwriter and producer, as well as a communications consultant and Certified Compassionate Listening Facilitator. She has facilitated Compassionate Listening workshops in the U.S. and abroad and has been instrumental in integrating the concepts of Compassionate Listening into community dialogue events.

--- JOB OPENING:  BRIT TZEDEK NATIONAL OFFICE ---

Write and/or edit all organizational communications including weekly listerv postings, media, and educational pieces. Other responsibilities include media training of grassroots activists, supervision of consultant, and maintenance of national media database.  Salary is $30,000 to $40,000. Send resume, cover letter and two writing samples to aliza@btvshalom.org by 2/25/06.

--- JUF MISSION TO ISRAEL FALL 2006 (8 days) ---

Brit Tzedek member Art Winter is leading JUF Mission to Israel focused on Israel's Internal Inter-group Relations.

Partial itinerary includes:

- Hand in Hand, the Center for Jewish-Arab Education in Israel.

- The Society for Excellence through Education (SEE), the parent organization of the Israel Arts and Science Academy, a national, residential high school located in Jerusalem.

- The Van Leer Jerusalem Institute, a leading intellectual center for the interdisciplinary study and discussion of issues related to philosophy, society, culture and education.

- Programs sponsored by the Center for Jewish-Arab Economic Development including Nazareth High Tech business incubator, the first Israeli business incubator in the Arab sector.

- Neve Shalom/Wahat Al-Salam, a living village in Israel established in 1972 jointly by Jews and Palestinian Arabs of Israeli citizenship. It is an on-going experiment of a community and its members in educational work for peace, equality and understanding between the two peoples.

- Visits to the Old City, the Western Wall Tunnel, Yad Va‚Shem

Dates being considered: October 16-23, October 23-30, November 13-20.

FOR COMPLETE ITINERARY and more information, contact Melissa Chapman, JUF

Missions Director (312) 357-4929 or MelissaChapman@juf.org  

Mission Cost: $2,630 per person, double occupancy and including roundtrip airfare on El Al Chicago/Tel Aviv/Chicago, hotel, transportation, guides, and most meals. 

---OTHER (NON BRIT TZEDEK) ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CHICAGO AREA EVENTS---

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 at 2 PM

At Lincoln Park Branch Chicago Public Library, 1150 W. Fullerton.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

At 2 pm at Oak Park Public Library, 834 Lake St, Oak Park.  

Former CIA Analysts: What's Really Happening in Israel/Palestine?  Presented by Kathleen and Bill Christison. Sponsored by the Committee for a Just Peace (www.cjpip.org), Not in My Name (www.nimn.org), and other organizations. 

BIOGRAPHY: Kathleen Christison worked as a political analyst with the CIA for 16 years, dealing with the Middle East for eight years.  Since resigning from the CIA in 1979, she has been a freelance writer specializing in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  Bill Christison served as a National Intelligence Officer and as director of the CIA's Office of Regional and Political Analysis before retiring in 1979. Bill was a contributor to The Politics of Anti-Semitism.   Both Christisons write regularly for CounterPunch.org. 

SUNDAY & MONDAY FEBRUARY 12-13

Art, Society, and Politics in Modern Hebrew Letters: A Conference in Honorof Menachem Brinker. Brinker was one of the founders of the peace movement in Israel and editor of its monthly ENDA (Hebrew for “Stand”).  He has been a long-time activist in Shalom Acshav (Peace Now), as well as a philosopher and literary theorist at Hebrew University and the University of Chicago.  Brinker, who is retiring, spoke at the founding meeting of the Jewish Peace Forum  Everybody is welcome.  At the University of Chicago. Please contact Josef Stern, at Josef Stern j06s@midway.uchicago.edu, for more information.

Sunday 3:30-5:30pm Opening of Conference

Monday 7-8pm „Notes on my Biographia Literaria‰ presented by Menachem

Brinker. 

Monday 8-9pm Concert, New Budapest Orpheum Society.

Other presentations Sunday evening and Monday include:

- The Palestinian- Israeli conflict and Modern Hebrew letters.

- Poetics and Ideology: The Israeli/Palestinian, Secular/Religious, and Ashkenazi/Sepharadi conflicts in poetic representations of Jerusalem.

- Two Zionist critics of the classical Zionist narrative: Simon Rawidowicz and Dov Sadan.

- A different face in the mirror: Re-reading Yael Dayan's New Face in the Mirror.

TO SUBMIT NEWSLETTER ITEMS: Email betsywfuchs@yahoo.com.

_______________________________________________________________________

If you are not a member of Brit Tzedek, we encourage you to join at

http://www.btvshalom.org/join/ -- if you are a member, please encourage others to join.

If you wish to unsubscribe from this chapter mailing list, please send anemail to:

 info@btvshalom.org
------ End of Forwarded Message

