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The appearance of the Geneva Accord, negotiated by important Israeli and Palestinian leaders, has given supporters of a two-state solution to the conflict renewed hope that the deadlock between the Sharon government and Palestinian officials can be broken. Brit Tzedek V’Shalom has made promoting the Accord in the Jewish Community a primary focus for the coming year. As you will see below, there are many ways to do this and we very much need your help to implement these activities. 

Here's how you can help: 

1. Familiarize yourself with the major provisions of the Accord. At the Brit Tzedek web site, you will find a wide range of useful resources. Here are the specific links where you can find a summary of the Accord, the full documents and other information. 

http://www.btvshalom.org/geneva/ 

We encourage you to read these as well as become familiar with the arguments both supporting and questioning the Accord. In Israel every home received a copy of the Accord and there is considerable debate. We are trying to create a comparable discussion here, and a prerequisite is that people understand the main points of the Accord and how it deals with important issues that have been crucial sources of dispute between Israel and the Palestinians. This is no easy task since the local Jewish media, particularly the JUF News, provide few details. 

2. Host a meeting at your house to discuss the Accord. Invite friends and acquaintances and other Brit Tzedek members who live in your area. We will provide a discussion leader and materials, including a video of Amram Mitzna, one of the leading negotiators, discussing the Accord. If you are interested in hosting a house meeting, please contact: Diane at dshorwitz@rcn.com 

3. Consider becoming a discussion leader yourself. We are sending letters about the Accord as well as a packet of material to selected area synagogues as well as offering them speakers and discussion leaders from Brit Tzedek to engage their members in a discussion around the Accord. As a discussion leader, you will be paired with one or more of our knowledgeable "experts," and trained in the details of the Accord. This would involve a commitment of perhaps two "training" meetings and at most two synagogue presentations over the course of the next 6 months. It is imperative that we develop an expanding group of people who can confidently discuss this new development with the Jewish community. If you would like to learn more about this project before committing to participate, contact Yali at amit@marx.uchicago.edu. 

If you would be willing to contact your Rabbi or Executive Director or perhaps Social Action Chair at your synagogue, please get in touch with Elliot at emzashin@hotmail.com as soon as possible. 

4. Send letters or faxes to Illinois Senators and Chicago area Congressional Representatives urging them to support the House and Senate resolutions supporting the Geneva Accord. 

Senator Dianne Feinstein and Congresswoman Lois Capps have introduced resolutions into the Senate and House in support of the Geneva Accord. Brit Tzedek, in concert with Americans for Peace Now and the Israel Policy Forum, is actively supporting this initiative. APN and IPF are advocating intensively on Capitol Hill. We urge you to support these efforts by participating in a massive grassroots campaign of faxes, telephone calls, and emails urging our Congressional representatives to co-sponsor these landmark resolutions. 

Durbin has not supported the Feinstein resolution and only Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr. from the Chicago area has supported the Capps resolution. Ask your friends and family to also contact their representative as well as Senators Durbin and Fitzgerald. 

To look up the phone/fax numbers of your senators and representative, click here: 

http://www.congressmerge.com/onlinedb/index.htm 

5. Help us keep this issue alive in the Jewish media by writing letters to the editor talking about your support for the Accord. They need to know that there are articulate supporters out in the community. The January issues of the JUF News hardly covered the Accord and we need to tell the Federation that we think its their responsibility to inform the community on issues of such importance. Below is a list of the Editors of the 3 publications and their e-mail addresses: 

Aaron Cohen, JUF News, jufnews@juf.org Joseph Aaron, Chicago Jewish News, info@chicagojewishnews.com Douglas Wertheimer, Chicago Jewish Star chicagojewishstar.comcast.net 

6. Rabbis for Human Rights needs our support
Last year, many Brit Tzedek members heard Rabbi Arik Ascherman of Rabbis for Human Rights – in Israel and we were deeply impressed by his courageous activism. He and his associates have already been tested “on the ground” but now he is being brought to trial in Jerusalem for trying to prevent the demolition of 2 Palestinian homes. There are steps that we can take to assist him, primarily by writing to Israeli officials and signing on to letters of support. 
You can send letters by fax or e-mail to key officials: Make Your Voice Heard


Updates and additional addresses of Israeli government ministers and officials can be found on the government website: http://www.info.gov.il. 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon: Office of the Prime Minister, Kiryat Ben-Gurion, Rehov Kaplan 3 Jerusalem 91919; Fax: 972-2-566-4838; Tel: 972-2-670-5511; asharon@knesset.gov.il; webmaster@pmo.gov.il 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Silvan Shalom: HaKirya, Romema Jerusalem 91950; sshalom@knesset .gov.il; sar@mofa.gov.il; Fax: 972-2- 5303506 Tel: 972-2-530-3531 


Officials Responsible For Jerusalem:
Mayor Uri Luplianski:
Kikar Safra 1, Jerusalem, Israel; Phone: 972-2-629-7717; Fax: 972--629-6014; mayor@jerusalem.muni.il 
Interior Minister Avrahm Poraz Ministry of the Interior;
Kiryat Ben Gurion, Kaplan 2, Jerusalem, Israel; aporaz@knesset.gov.il; sar@moin.gov.il; Fax: 972-2-566-6376 Tel: 972-2-670-1402 
Minister For Internal Security Tzakhi HaNegbi:
P.O. Box 18182 Jerusalem 97200 Fax: 972-2-581-1832 Tel: 972-2-530-8500 zhanegbi@knesset.gov.il; sar@mops.gov.il 
Jerusalem Prosecutor's Office
972 2 5391300/1, Fax 972 25391477 
To sign on to the rabbis letter or the list of supporters nationwide who also support the sentiments expressed in the letter, send an email to office@rhr-na.org with your full name, institutional affiliation (either work, or synagogue, or role in the Jewish or general community and your city and state. You can also send a letter to the Israeli consulate or representative in your area. Write a letter to the Jewish or general press about this issue. If you feel comfortable doing so, write a letter to your local representatives. Letters should be polite, stress that they are written out of love and concern for Israel, and emphasize the policy of home demolitions, as opposed to Rabbi Ascherman and his two colleagues. For talking points, go to www.rhr.Israel.net website. Please send copies of letters and responses to RHR-Israel and/or to office@rhr-na.org . 

OTHER NEWS: 
Hyde Park Members: A new group of Brit Tzedek members living in the Hyde Park area have met a few times to discuss work on the south side. If you are a south sider and are interested in the work of this group, please get in touch with Yali at amit@marx.uchicago.edu
 
New Members: About 50 new members have joined Brit Tzedek in the Chicago area in the past couple of months. We need 5 to 10 volunteers to make welcome phone calls to these new members and ask how they might like to be involved in the work of our chapter. Please consider volunteering. This would take no more than an hour or two of your time. If you would like to make phone calls, please contact: Elliot at emzashin@hotmail.com 

Best wishes for the New Year. Please become active in our work toward peace in the Middle East. 
