Dear Brit Tzedek members,

This is the first of the Chicago area Brit Tzedek chapter's monthly

bulletin of news and activities.  Let us know what kind of

information you want in these electronic newsletters. Write to us

at chicago@btvshalom.org.
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MEMBERSHIP:

Look for our membership survey in the mail this coming week.  Please take a few minutes to fill out this brief survey and return it by January 15 to Chicago Steering Committee member Bruce Ente.

Just staple or seal with tape; the questionnaire is already addressed and stamped.

Currently, there are almost 100 dues-paying members of the Chicago chapter; there have been many requests for more information from interested individuals.  Nationally, Brit Tzedek has recruited more than 1800 members in 36 states and has chapters in various stages of development in approximately 20 locations.

We think we can easily triple our membership with a little bit of

time from each of you.  We urge you to send a personal letter to

five friends who might be interested in Brit Tzedek, telling them

why you have joined and why you think it is important for them to

do so. Our chapter chair, Elliot Zashin wrote an inspirational

letter to his friends.  For a copy that you might find useful,

please email him at chicago@btvshalom.org.

If you could host a meeting with a half dozen or more of your

friends, a member of the steering committee or the education

committee would be happy to come and do a presentation on Brit

Tzedek.

Congregational Outreach

We are currently organizing small group house meetings with a number of people from synagogues to discuss ways of bringing Brit Tzedek to the attention of a broader spectrum of people.  This is part of the national organization's "Inclusivity Initiative," currently

titled  Kol Kaleinu  (Let all our voices be heard). The  idea behind

the initiative  is to get greater acceptance for the idea that there

is more than one way to be pro-Israel and that the work of organzations like Brit Tzedek is legitimate and important work and should receive a welcome hearing in the community as well as to stop the silencing of Jews with different viewpoints on what will bring peace to the Middle East.  

FALL ACTIVITIES:  Bringing Israeli Voices to the Jewish Community

On October 15, Congregation Solel in Highland Park and Brit Tzedek

co-sponsored a program called Moving Forward: Hope and Healing. It featured several representatives of the Israeli and Palestinian

Bereaved Families Forum, an organization of people who have lost

children or other close relatives as the result of the violence

in the Middle East.  At the meeting, severa parents shared their

personal stories of loss and urged the audience to push for

negotiations and peace; more than 60 people attended. The November issue of the JUF News carried an article on the event; you can read it at the Brit Tzedek website, www.btvshalom.org.

In November, Brit Tzedek co-sponsored two programs featuring Rabbi Ascherman, Executive Director of Rabbis for Human Rights in Israel. Rabbi Ascherman spoke at Friday night services at  Beth Emet, The Free Synagoguge and at a Shabbat Lunch and Learn at the Jewish Reconstructinoist Congregation in Evanston  Over 300 people attended these events. Rabbi Ascherman is on the Israel Advisory Committee for Brit Tzedek and Rabbi Rosen of JRC  is on our Chicago Advisory Committee.

Chanukah Party

On December 5, there was a party to celebrate Chanukah and introduce the Brit Tzedek steering committee to members and other interested individuals. 25 people attended and enjoyed lighting Chanukah candles, eating holiday food, and discussing the chapter's plans. Several new members joined

PLANS FOR THE SPRING:

We are planning to continue our project of bringing Israeli peace

groups to speak to the Jewish community here.  We are currently

exploring hosting someone from Ohmetz Le'Seruv (Courage to Refuse), the group of reservists who have refused to serve in the occupied territories as well as a representative from the women's peace group, Women In Black.  In order to make these speaking tours successful we need lots of help from you - arranging for speaking venues, fund raising, media work, logistics.  Please email us at chicagobtvshalom.org if you would like to work on these events and someone will get back to you.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE AND STUDY GROUP

We have an education committee which meets monthly.  The January meeting is on Thursday, January 9 at  7:30 p.m.  They are

preparing a presentation on Brit Tzedek for use in house meetings

and for small gatherings at synagogues. A study group meets once

a month. The next meeting is on Thursday, January 23rd  at 7:30

p.m. They are currently reading RIGHTEOUS VICTIMS by Benny

Morris, a comprehensive history of Zionism from the start to the

year 2000.  We hope to read other books and magazine articles as

well as have presentations on other topics of interest by our

members. We welcome new members to both the study group and the education committee. Please contact ihandler@igc.org for

addresses for either of these meetings.

.

FORMATION OF STEERING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES:

In October,a group of six individuals came together to direct the

building of a chapter.  The steering committee currently includes: Michael Davis, a cantor, Bruce Ente, a former synagogue vice-president, Ivan Handler, a software developer, Diane Horwitz,

a college professor, Jan Silverstein, a mediator, and Elliot Zashin,

a former Hillel director.  The steering committee plans to form

committees for membership development, media, and fund-raising. 

An education committee with a study group is already active, responding to members' requests for more information about the history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We are happy to have members attend our steering committee meetings.  Let us know if you're interested.

Rabbinic Advisory Committee

Approximately 12 rabbis have already been visited by representatives of Brit Tzedek to discuss the new organization

and invite rabbinic support.  Ten rabbis and two cantors have joined

the AC.  Our chapter's goal is to recruit another 10 rabbis to the

advisory committee in the near future andthen collaborate with the

AC to involve other rabbis in our work.  We hope that this group

become a means by which rabbis who agree with our position can speak collectively to the community.  We also look forward to having these rabbis advise  the steering committee about a vision and a strategy for reaching a wide spectrum of the Jewish community.

APPEAL FOR FUNDS:

Your membership dues at this point in Brit Tzedek's development go

to support the national organization.  Here in Chicago we are

operating without any funds. Please consider sending a small

donation so we can facilitate our work locally.  You can send a

check to Brit Tzedek, the Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace at

PO Box 180175  Chicago, Illinois 60618-0175.  Please make out the

check to Am Kolel and write "for Chicago Chapter" in the memo.

-- 

Chicago Brit Tzedek v'Shalom steering committe

chicago@btvshalom.org.

